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If  any  Man  be  in  Chrift  he  is  a  new  Creature  ;  by  this  Rule 
all  the  Titles  and  Claims  made  to  Chrift  in  the  profefling 
World  are  to  be  examined.  If  any  Man,  be  he  what  he 
will,  high  or  low,  great  or  fmall,  learned  or  illiterate, 
young  or  old ;  this  is  the  Standard  by  which  he  muft  be 
judged :  If  he  be  in  Chrift  he  is  a  new  Creature  j  and 
if  he  be  not  a  new  Creature,  he  is  not  in  Chrift,  let  hi» 
Endowments,  Gifts,  Confidence  and  Reputation  be  what 
it  will.  Mr.  Flavel,  Vol.  I.  of  his  Works,  p.  344. 
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Therefore,  if  any  man  be  IN  CHRIST, 
he  is  a  N  E  w  CREATURE:  old  thing  " 
are  faft  away ;  behold,  all  things  are 
become  new. 

A  R I O  U  S  are  the  Figures  under  which  the 
Scripture  reprefents  that  Change  which  is 
wrought  in  Men,  when  they  are  matfe  true 
Chriftians.  In  the  Text,  'tis  fpoken  of,  un 
der  the  Metaphor  of  a  new  creature.  If  any 

man  be  IN  CHRIST,  he  is  a.  new  Creature.— 

If  any  man  be  in  Chrifl.  That  is,  fay  fome,  if  any  Man 
be  in  the  Kingdom  of  Chrift;  if  any  Man  lives  under  the 
Gofpel-difpenfation,  he  it  a  new  creature ;  he  is  in  a  new 
Creation :  In  which,  as  it  follows  in  the  next  Words,  old 
things  are  paft  away,  an  End  is  put  to  the  former  State  ot 


Things,  the  old  Difpenfation,  the  Jewifh  Oeconomy.  be 
hold  all  things  are  become  new  \  another  Adminiftration,  a 
new  State  of  things  is  introduced  and  fet  up.  The  Apoftle 
is  fuppofed  to  have  Ipoken  to  this  Purpofe,  f  If  any  Man 
lives  under  the  Gofpel,  he  is  under  a  quite  new  Difpen 
fation,  a  Difpenfation  in  which  he  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Jewifh  Oeconomy  i  that  old  State  of  Things  is  done 
away  *,  lie  is,  as  it  were,  in  another  Creation,  under  a  State 
of  Affairs  anew  erected  by  God.*  But  others  put  another 
Senfe  on  the  Words. 

If  any  Man  be  in  Chrift,  i.  e.  as  the  Branches  are  in  the 
Vine  i  if  any  Man  be  united  to  Chrift  j  if  any  Man  be  a 
true  and  real  Chriftian,  he  is  a  new  Crtaturt,  i.  e.  another 
Man  :  He  is  as  it  were  again  form'd  and  fafhion'd.  Old 
things  are  pa  ft  away.  i.  e,  the  old  Man,  the  carnal  Heart, 
with  all  its  corrupt  AfFe&ions  and  evil  Paffions ;  behold  all 
things  are  become  new  $  the  Man  has  a  new  Heart,  a  new 
turn  of  Mind,  and  he  leads  a  new  Life.  Agreeably  the  Sub 
ject:  which  befpeaks  your  Attention  is  this, 
The  true  Chriftian  is  a  new  Creature. 
So  he  is  every  where  affirmed  to  be,  in  the  Writings  of 
the  new  Teftament ;  nor  otherwife  might  he  exped  admif- 
fion  into  the  coming  and  eternal  Kingdom  of  God  :  For  as 
the  infpired  Paul  declares  ',  Circumc'ijion  availeth  nothingt 
nor  uncircumcifion-,  but  the  new  Creature  ^  that  is  to  fay,  in. 
the  Difpenfation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  tjhe  new  Creature  is  that, 
without  which  nothing  elfe  will  avail  to  our  having  Entrance 
into  Heaven  :  But  the  Queftion  here  before  us  is, 
Why  is  the  true  Chriftian  called  a  new  Creature  ? 
And  in  general,  he  is  thus  called  on  account  of  that  great 
Change  which  Chriftianity  makes  in  him.  Indeed,  phyfi- 
cally  {peaking,  no  Alteration  is  effected,  either  in  the  Powers 
of  his  Soul  or  Body,  but  in  the  moral  and  religious  Senfe  a 
change  is  wrought  in  him  ;  and  this  fo  great,  that  he  is  a 
quite  different  fort  of  Man,  fo  unlike  to  what  he  was,  that 
he  is  not  unfitly  ftill'd  a  new  Creature. 

But  it  will  not  be  amifs,  if  I  am  a  little  particular  in  de- 
fcribing  this  Change  j  which,  that  I  may  fpeak  more  clear 
ly,  I  (hall  cpnfider  under  two  diftinft  Heads. 

I.  As  it  refpects   the  inward  frame  of  the  Mind.     And, 

II.  The  outward  Courfe  and  Manner  of  Life. 

I.  I  am  to  coniider  this  Change,,  on  account  whereof  the 

*  Gal.  vi,   15. 

true 
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true  Chriftian  is  term'd  a  new  Creature,  in  refpeft  of  his  * 
inward  Frame  of  Mind.  And  this  is  what  the  Scripture  is 
very  exprefs  in  taking  notice  of;  yea,  and  the  Metaphors  it 
ufes  to  fet  forth  the  Greatnefs  of  this  Change,  are  peculiar 
ly  ftrong  and  forcible.  'Tis  compared  to  a  new  Heart  j 
to  a  new  Spirit  j  to  a  Renovation  in  the  Spirit  of  the  Mind -y 
to  a  transformation  by  the  reneTv'mg  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  to  a 
being  fantlified  throughout  in  Soul  and  Spirit.  Thefe  Phrafes 
do  all  mean  one  and  the  fame  thing,  and  point  our  Thoughts 
to  that  Change  which  is  made  in  the  Minds  of  Men  by  Chri- 
ftianity,  and  'tis  indeed  an  univerfal  Change  :  Their  whole 
inner  Man  is  altered,  infomuch  that  they  have  neither  the 
fame  Apprehenfions,  nor  Refolutions,  nor  Affections  :  They 
neither  love,  nor  grieve,  nor  hope,  nor  fear,  as  they  ufed  to 
do.  We  fhall  be  particular  here. 

i.  There  is  a  Change  in  their  Apprehenfions :  They  lee 
Things  in  another  Light,  have  other  Thoughts,  different 
Sentiments  from  what  they  ufed  to  have. 

They  had  once  a  notional  Sight  only  of  the  Being  and 
Perfections  of  God  ;  his  Holinefs,  Juitice,  Goodneis  and 
Mercy  were  Matters  rather  of  fpeculative  Opinion  than  real 
Belief:  But  now  they  fee  thefe  Things  in  quite  another 
Manner  j  they  are  ftruck  with  a  full  Conviction  of  their  cer 
tain  Truth;  they- appear  to  them  the  fu  reft  Realities  ^  that  is 
the  inward  Senfe  and  Feeling  of  their  Mind  ;  verily  there  is  a 
God  who  judgeth  in  the  Earth,  and  he  is  a  Being  infinitely 
juft  and  holy,  and  wife  and  good. 

They  once  (aw  no  Beauty  in  Chrift,  nor  were  fenfible  of 
any  need  they  ftood  in  of  him ;  but  he  is  now  altogether 
lovely,  the  moft  defireable  Perfon  to  them  of  any  in  Hea* 
ven  or  Earth ;  and  they  fee  him  to  be  the  one  thing  nted- 
ful ;  that  they  can't  do  without  him ;  that  they  are  undone, 
remedilelly  undone,  unlefs  interested  in  him. 

They  once  faw  no  great  Evil  in  Sin,  but  it  now  appears 
an  evil'  and  bitter  thing ;  they  are  ready  to  wonder  at  them- 
lelves,  they  had  formerly  fiich  light  Thoughts  of  it,  they 
now  fee  it  to  be  fo  vile  and  accurled  a  thing,  carrying  in  its 
Nature  fo  much  Bafenefs  and  Ingratitude,  fo  much  Con 
tempt  of  God  and  Rebellion  againft  his  divine  Ma'jefty; 
befides,  that  it  has  laid  them  open  to  the  Threatnings  of  the 
Almighty,  expofing  them  to  Death  and  Hell,  the  Miferies 
both  of  the  prefent,  and  the  coming  and  eternal  World. 

They  once  faw  no  great  Beauty  in  Holinefs,  nor  NeceiTi- 
ty  to  become  poileft  of  itj  but  it  now  appears  the  moft  a- 
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miable  Grace,  what  reflects  the  greateft  Luftre  on  thofe  who 
are  the  Subjeds  of  it,  making  them  the  moft  excellent  in  the 
Earth  j  and  they  are  convinced  that  Holinefs  is  the  grand 
Qualification  for  Happinefs,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as 
enjoying  the  latter  without  the  former,  neither  in  confidence 
with  the  Appointment  of  the  Gofpel,  or  the  Frame  of  their 
own  Nature. 

In  a  word,  they  have  now  quite  other  Thoughts  of  Hea 
ven  and  Hell,  and  the  coming  and  eternal  Judgment;  nor 
indeed  do  any  of  the  Truths  of  Religion  appear  to  them  as 
they  once  did :  In  their  former  State  they  had  fome  Notion 
about  them,  but  it  was  a  dark,  cuftomary,  inefficient  Ap- 
prehenfion  j  whereas  now  they  fee  them  as  they  never  did 
before,  more  clearly  and  fully,  and  fo  as  to  be  convinced  an4 
affected.  They  have  now  a  fpiritual  difcerning  of  the  Truths 
of  God  and  Religion,  their  Conceptions  of  them  are  ftrong 
and  lively  j  they  fee  them  to  be  undoubted  Realities  of  infi 
nite  and  everlailing  Importance  ;  fuch  a  Change  is  there  in 
the  Apprehenfions  of  Men  when  they  are  made  new  Crea 
tures. 

2.  There  is  as  great  a  Change  in  their  Purpofes,  thefe  are 
not  now  as  they  once  were ;  once  the  Bent  of  their  Mind  was 
towards  the  Earth,  it  is  now  towards  Heaven  ;  once  they  were 
refolved  for  Sin,  determined  to  purfue  thofe  Lufts  which 
war  againft  the  Soul  j  but  this  is  now  the  Purpofe  of  their 
Heart,  that  which  I  fee  not  teach  thou  me  ;  if  I  have  done 
Iniquity,  I  will  do  no  more  \  Once,  it  may  be,  they  had 
fome  faint  Wifhes  or  feeble  Refolutions  towards  God,  and 
the  Ways  of  God  5  but  their  Purpofes  are  now  lively  and 
vigorous,  and  able  to  withftand  Difficulty  and  Opposition. 
Once  they  could  come  into  good  Refolutions,  only  in  a  time 
of  Sicknefs  and  Danger,  or  when  their  Confciences  were  a- 
larmed,  and  their  Affections  put  into  a  Commotion ;  but 
their  religious  Purpofes  are  now  fixed  and  fettled.  The.  ha 
bitual  Turn  of  their  Mind  is  towards  another  World,  and 
they  are  as  truly  determined  for  God  and  Holinefs,  as  they 
formerly  were  for  Sin  and  Lull  5  in  a  word,  their  Eyes  ha 
ving  been  opened  to  fee  the  Force  of  the  great  Motives  of 
Chriftianity,  their  Stubbornefs  has  hereby  been  overcome, 
and  a  thorough  Change  effected  in  the  Purpofes  of  their  Heart. 
They  now  approve  of  the  Method  cf  Salvation  by  a  crucifi 
ed  Jefus  j  they  now  confent  to  the  Law  as  juft,  and  holy, 

*  Job  xxxiy.  jr, 

and 


and  ^ood,  and  do,  in  the  Refolves  of  their  Souls,  unfeign- 
edly  deliver  themfelves  up  to  God  in  Chrift,  to  be  govern 
ed  and  faved  by  him. 

3.  There  is  a  Change  in  their  Affedions,  and  it  is  an  en 
tire  one  j  it  is  not  confined  to  this  or  the  other  Affection, 
but  extends  to  them  all.  They  are  all  altered ;  that  is,  ei 
ther  the  Objeds  of  them  are  changed,  or  the  Manner  and 
Decree  of  their  Exercife.  It  will  be  needful  to  come  to  Par 
ticulars  here. 

1.  There  is  a  Change  in  their  Love,  they  do  not  love  as 
they  ufed  to  do  :  Once  they  had  no  Love  to  Holinefs,  nor 
for  thofe  who  were  holy  ;  they  rather  hated  than  loved  Ho 
linefs,  wherever,  and  in  whomfoever  they   beheld   it :   This 
pitiful  vain   World  was  the  great  Objed  of  their  Love  ;  on 
this  was  their  Heart  fet ;  here  lay  their  Happinefs  ;  nothing 
did  they  value  in  compare  herewith ;  but   being  created  a- 
new,  the  Cafe  is  ftrangely  altered  with  them  j  they  now  com 
paratively  hate   what  they  once  fo  pailionately  loved ;  not 
the  Things  of  the  World,    but  the'Things  of  God  and  Chriil 
are  now  the  chief  Objed  of  their  Delight  -y  their  Love  is  now 
to  the  Day,  and  Worfhip,  and  Word  of  God  j  and  they  de 
light  in  his  law,  fo  as  that  it  is  their  meditation  both  in  the 
d*y  and  in  the  night :   In  one  fhort  Word,  the  blcfled  God, 
and  not  this  vain  World,  is  now  the  fupreme  Objed  of  their 
Love  and  Defirej  infomuch  that  that  is  a  juft  Description  of 
the  real  Senfe  and  feeling  of  their  Minds,   *  Whom  have  I'm 
heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that   1  de/ire 
befides  thee.   And  whereas  their  chief  Enquiry  once  was,  Who 
frail  flew  us  any  good  ?  any  worldly,  temporal,  fenfual  good, 
that  is  now   their  Cry,  Lord,  lift  thou  up  the  Light' of  thy 
Countenance  upon  us  j  for  this  will  put  gladnefs  in  our  Heart, 
more  than  in  the  time  when  our  corn  and  our  wine  increased  t. 

2.  There  is  a   Change   in  their  Sorrow,  this  is   different 
now  from  what  it  formerly  was :     The  Things  which  once 
moved  their  Grief  were  Disappointments  in  their  Btiflnefs, 
worldly   LolTes  and  Crofles,  Pain  in  their  Bodies,  injurious 
Treatment  of  their   Names,  and  the   like ;    thefe  were  the 
Things  which  called  forth  their  Sorrow,  and  thefe  were  the 
pnly  Things  which  did  fo.     As  for  their  Sins,  they  were  not 
grieved  on  acconnt  of  them  5  it  was  no  Matter  of  Uneafi- 
jnefs  to   them  that  they  were  out  of  favour  with  God  }  that 
they  had  no  Intereft  in  Chrift,  nor   in  the  everlafting  Pur- 

*  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  25.     t  Ffal.  iv.  6,  7- 

chafes 


chafes  of  his  Blood  j  yea  they  were  -in  no  Diftrefs  about  the 
Curfe  of  the  Law  and  the  Wrath  of  God,  nor  was  the  in 
tolerable  Weight  of  Guilt  which  lay  on  them  any  Burden  at 
all  to  them  ;  they  knew  no  Sorrow  but  on  outward  Ac 
counts  j  and  if  in  this  Refpecl:  all  Things  went  well,  they 
were  then  eafy,  however  poor,  and  naked,  and  wretched, 
and  miferable  they  were,  in  regard  of  their  Souls,  and  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  good  Things  :  But  now  the  new  Creation 
has  wonderfully  turned  the  Channel  of  their  Sorrow  ;  they 
are  now  grieved  for  their  Sins  j  they  are  now  in  Diftrefs  if 
they  enjoy  not  a  Senfe  of  God's  Favour  5  they  now  mourn 
they  are  no  better  Chriftians,  no  more  like  to  God,  no  more 
conformed  to  the  Example  of  Chrift,  and  the  Precepts  of 
his  Gofpel  j  yea  the  Infirmities  and  Frailties  they  are  guilty 
of,  in  common  with  all  good  Men,  are  the  Occafion  of  no 
fmall  Trouble  to  them ;  they  lament  the  Imperfection  of 
their  Nature,  the  fin  that  dwelleth  in  them,  and  breathe  out 
their  Complaints  to  God  in  the  Language  of  the  holy  Apo- 
ftle  Paul,  O  wretched  men  that  we  are,  who  Jball  deliver 
us  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death  *  ? 

3.  There  is  a  Change  in  their  Hope  5  this  they  once  pla 
ced  on  the  Creature,  but  they  now  place  it  on  the  Creator} 
they  once  hoped  for  nothing  better  than  the  good  Things 
of  Time,  but  now  they  hope  for  the  better  Things  of  Eter 
nity  j  they  had  once  no  Views  beyond  this  Earth,  but  they 
now  reach  to  Heaven ;  or  if  in  their  former  State  they  had 
an  Expectation  of  better  Things  than  this  World  can  afford, 
ft  was  a  vain  fond  Hope ;  if  they  looked  for  Peace,  it  was 
in  that  wav  in  which  God  has  faid,  there  is  no  peace  j  if  they 
trufted  they  mould  go  to  Heaven,  it  was  in  the  Way  which 
leads  to  Death  and  Hell ;  their  Hope  was  like  that  of  the 
Hypocrite,  concerning  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  fays,  it  /hall 
perijh  ;  whereas  they  have  now  a  Hope  that  is  well  founded  j 
they  hope  for  the  Enjoyment  of  the  unfeen  Things  of  the  e- 
ternal  World,  and  their  Hope  is  of  that  fort,  which  will  nei 
ther  deceive  nor  make  them  afhamed  j  for  it  is  a  Hope  built 
on  the  divine  Promifes,  all  which  in  Chrift:  are  yea  and  a- 
men  to  the  glory  of  God. 

4.  There  is  a  Change  in  their  Fear-,  the  things  which  once 
moved  their  Fear,  were  the  Threats  of  Men,  the  Frowns  of 
the  World,  and  thofe-  outward  Evils  they  were  expofed  to, 
and  in  Danger  of,  and  thefe  only  had  an  Influence  to  ftir 

*  Rom.  vii.  2.4, 
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up  their  Tear :  As  for  GOD,  his  Tear  was  not  before  their 
Eyes,  nor,  if  they  were  told  of  the  coming  Day  of  the 
Lord's  Vengeance,  had  it  any  Effed  to  awaken  their  Con- 
fcience ;  or,  if  at  times  their  Fears  were  excited,  they  were 
of  no  long  Continuance,  nor  had  any  laiting  Prevalence  on 
them,  to  reftrain  from  that  fornication  and  uncleannefs,  that 
inordinate  affettion,  and  evil  concupijcence,  and  covetoufnefs  j 
for  which  things  fake  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  on  the  Chil 
dren  of  Difobedience :  But,  being  created  anew,  'tis  quite  o- 
therwife  with  them ;  they  are  now  potfefs'd  of  an  habitual 
Awe  of  the  Divine  Majefty,  and  fear  God's  Difpleafure  more 
than  every  thing  elfe.  They  dare  not  now  live  in  Sin,  their 
Fear  of  God  won't  fuffer  them  to  do  fo,  it  is  a  powerful  and 
eftedual  Reftraint  to  them,  from  every  thing  that  is  ofTen- 
five  to  him. 

5.  In  fine,  there  is  a  Change  in  their  Anger:  They  were 
once  angry  with  thofe  who  were  a  Hindrance  to  them  in 
Sin,  but  tney  now  love  and  thank  them  j  they  could  not 
pnce  bear  to  be  told  of  their  evil  Deeds,  but  now  they  take 
nothing  more  kindly :  They  once  counted  thofe  their  Ene 
mies,  and  treated  them  with  Anger  and  Clamour,  who  were 
fo  good  as  to  reprove,  rebuke  and  admonifh  them  in  the 
Lord  j  but  they  now  efteem  them  their  bed  Friends,  and 
fpeak  of  them  with  the  higheft  Refped  and  Reverence :  If 
the  righteous  fmite  them,  'tis  now  a  kindnefs  ;  and  if  they  re- 
prove  them,  'tis  an  ^excellent  oil,  which  breaketh  not  their 
Head. 

But  more  than  this,  their  Anger  is  now  turned  againft 
themfelves  ;  yea,  they  are  more  angry  with  themfelves  for 
committing  Sin,  than  they  formerly  were  with  others,  for  re 
proving  them  for  Sin:  Tney  are  now  full  of  Indignation  a- 
gainft  themfelves ;  hence  the  Apoftle,  fpeaking  of  the  Fruits 
of  godly  Sorrow  for  Sin,  breaks  out  in  that  Language,  j- 

Hehold  what  carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  you? Tea,  what 

indignation  ?  Tea  what  revenge  ? 

Such  a  Change  now  as  this,  fo  great  and  univerfal,  extend 
ing  even  to  the  whole  inner  Man,  is  effected  in  Men  when 
they  are  made  true  Chriiiians  ;  and  is  it  any  Wonder  if,  on 
this  account,  they  are  fpokenof  in  the  Text  as  new  Creatures  \ 

II.  But  'tis  time  that  I  now  come,  in  the  fecond  place, 
to  confider  this  Change  in  refpeft  of  Mens  outward  Courfe 
and  Manner  of  Life ,  And  the  Change  in  their  Lives  is  as 

\  ^  Cor.  vii.  u. 
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great  as  the  Change  in  their  Hearts ;  their  manner  of  Beha 
viour  is  fo  unlike  to  what  it  was,  fo  new  and  different,,  that 
they  don't  appear  the  fame  Perfons,  and  one  would  fcarce 
take  them  to  DC  the  fame. 

They  don't  now  live  in  Sin  as  they  once  did,  but,  as  the 
Apoftle  fpeaks,  have  put  off  concerning  the  former  converfa- 
tion,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  deceitful 
Lufts  i  or  as  the  fame  Apoftle  more  fully  exprefles  it, 
they  have  put  of  all  thefe,  Anger,  Wrath,  Malice,  Blafphe- 
my,  filthy  Communication  out  of  their  Mouth] -.,  and  they  lit 
not  to  one  another :  Neither  do  they  allow  themfelves  in  any 
way  of  Wickednefs  whatever.  They  walk  not  now  accord 
ing  to  thecourfe  of  this  world,  fulfilling  the  defires  oftheflefh, 
and  of  the  mind  ;  neither  do  they  fajliion  themfelves  accord* 
ing  to  their  former  Lufts,  when  they  were  in  their  Ignorance. 
They  have  left  their  old  finful  Practices ;  and  will  not  now, 
upon  any  terms  commit  thefe  Follies  they  were  once  free 
to  indulge  themfelves  in.  It  niight  perhaps  be  once  faid  of 
one  and  another  of  them,  they  would  curie  and  fwearj  they 
would  drink  to  Excefs,  they  would  commit  Forriication  and 
Uncleannefs,  they  would  lie,  opprefs  and  defraud  their 
Neighbour :  But  none  of  thefe  things  can  now  be  faid  of 
them ;  they  have  quitted  thefe  Vices,  and  are  not  the  Men 
they  us'd  to  be.  If  they  were  Drunkards,  they  no  longer 
walk  in  rioting  and  drunkennefs  j  if  they  were  common 
Swearers,  they  are  now  afraid  to  take  the  Name  of  the  Lord 
their  God  in  vain-,  if  they  were  once  given  to  Uncleannefs, 
abftain  from  fleflily  Lufts  which  war  againft  the  Soul :  And 
fo  whatever  the  Sins  were  which  they  once  lived  intheCom- 
miffion  of,  they  have  now  forfaken  them  for  ever. 

And  this  Reformation  which  is  made  in  their  Manners,  is 
fometimes  fo  remarkable,  that  'tis  taken  notice  of,  and  ad 
mired  at  by  others  :  They  are  ready  to  wonder,  when  they 
fee  the  Alteration  there  is  in  their  Courfe  of  Life,  how 
much  they  are  mended  and  reformed.  Thus  it  is  particu 
larly,  when  great  and  fcandalous  Sinners  5  thofe  who  have 
long  lived  in  Sin,  and  in  the  Commidion  of  open  and  hei 
nous  Sins,  are  wrought  upon  by  the  Grace  of  God,  and  be 
come  true  Chriftians.  Marvellous  is  the  Change  that  ap 
pears  in  their  manner  of  Life  ;  fo  many  Vices  are  abandon 
ed,  fo  many  Sins  are  renounced ;  and  thefe  of  fo  black  a 
Nature,  that  they  look  not  like  the  fame  Perfons  :  Yea, 

\  Eph  iv.  aa.  f  Col.  iii.  8.,  9. 

they 


(    9    ) 

they  are  To  unlike  to  what  they  were  m   their  former  State} 
that  they  may,  with  all  Propriety,  be  called  new  Creatures; 

But  in  refpett  of  all  that  are  made  true  ChrifHans,  whe 
ther  they  were  great  or  fmall  Sinners,,  whether  they  had  con 
tinued  in  Sin  a  (hotter  or  longer'  time,  there  is  a  Change  in1 
their  Courfe  of  Life ;  their  Manners  are  reformed  3  nor  o- 
otherwife  may_  it  be  faid  of  them,  that  they  are  new  Crea 
tures.  No  one  that  was  a  new  Creature  ever  lived  in  his 
old  Courfe  of  Sin  ;  the  new  Creation  always  effects  a  Change 
in  the  outward  Behaviour :  All  former  Sins  are  put  off. 
Hence  you  may  obferve,  the  Scripture  Calls  to  Converlioit 
run  in  fuch  Language  as  that,  Put  away  the  evil  ef  your 
doings  from  before  mine  eyes;  Amend  your  ways  and  your 
doings  ;  caft  away  from  you  your  tranjgrejjions  whereby  ye  have 
tranfgreffed  ;  Let  the  Wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  un 
righteous  man  his  Thoughts. 

But  this  Change  in  the  outward  Courfe  of  Life  carried 
more  in  it  than  what  is  negative  ;  'tis  a  Change  not  only  from 
Sin,  but  to  Holinefs :  Thofe  who  are  created  anew,  not  on 
ly  amend  their  Ways  and  Doings,  but  obey  the  Voice  of 
tne  Lord:  They  not  only  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  luflsj 
but  live  foberly,  righteoufly  and  godly  in  the  world;  that  is/ 
they  live  in  the  Practice  of  the' whole  of  their  Duty;  all  that 
Duty  they  owe,  either  to  God,  their  Neighbour,  or  them- 
felves. 

They  do  their  Duty  to  God  ;  they  are  Men  of  Piet^  and 
Devotion  :  Once  they  reftrained  Prayer,  but  now  they  make 
a  Eufinefs  of  it.  'Tis  obferveable,  the  firft  thing  faid  of 
Paul  after  his  Converfion  is  that,  Behold  he  prayeth  \.  And 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  all  that  are  created  in  Chrift ;  they 
are  now  Men  of  Prayer  ;  they  delight  in  the  Duty,  and  are 
much  in  the  Practice  of  it;  and  they  pray  with  all  Prayer, 
are  daily  in  their  Clofets,  praying  to  their  Father  in  Heaven, 
who  feeth  infecret,  \>u\.rewardeth  openly.  And  they  uphold 
Prayer  in  their  Families,  every  Day  taking  care,  that  the' 
Morning  and  Evening  Sacrifice  afcend  up  'to  God  as  the 
perpetual  Burnt-offering. 

Nor  are  they  content  with  thefe  more  private  Duties  of 
Piety,  but  are  always  to  be  feen  in  the  Beauty  of  Holinefs, 
where  they  attend  the  Solemnities  of  publick  WorfHp,  with 
Serioufnefs  and  Gravity,  and  as  becomes  thofe  who  have 
upon  their  Minds  an  awaken'd  Senfe  of  fpiritual  and  eternal 
:  things. 

Afts  iv.  ii.  #  And 


And  fingular  is  the  Refpect  which  they  exprefs  to  the 
^Lord's  Day ;  they  remember  to  keep  it  holy.  'Tis  their  feri- 
ous  Endeavour  to  fandtify  this  Day  of  God  :  And  as  they 
religioufly  feparate  themfelves  from  the  World  5  fo  they 
fpend  the  time  in  the  Service  of  God,  and  thofe  holy  Exer- 
cifes  that  are  proper  to  this  Day,  which  is  fet  apart  for  the 
Purpofes  of  Piety  and  Religion. 

In  one  Word,  'tis  their  daily  conflant  Endeavour  to  ex 
prefs  the  inward  Affedion  and  Reverence  they  bear  towards 
the  Divine  Majefty  in  all  the  Ways  that  are  juft  and  pro 
per,  behaving  themfelves  towards  him  with  all  Humility  and 
dutiful  Submillion.  Thus  they  do  their  Duty  to  God. 

And,  in  like  manner,  they  do  their  Duty  to  their  Neigh 
bour  :  This  they  had  once  no  Concern  about,  only  as  it 
might  ferve  their  own  Interefl ;  but  they  now  make  it  a 
Matter  of  Religion  and  Confcience  :  Accordingly,  having 
put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge,  after 
the  Image  of  him  that  created  him,  they  have  put  on  alfo 
bowels  of  mercies,  kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknefs, 
long-fuffering ;  forbearing  one  another,  and  forgiving  one  a- 
nother  '  And  above  all  thefe  things,  they  have  put  on  chari 
ty,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfedtnefs.  They  now  confider 
themfelves  as  made  of  the  fame  Blood  with  other  Men  ;  yea, 
as  ftill  more  nearly  allied  in  Chrift,  being  all  Brethren : 
They  are  not  therefore  content  with  fpeaking  the  Truth  to 
their  Neighbour,  with  doing  him  Juftice  in  their  Concerns 
with  him,  abftaining  from  all  the  Methods  of  Fraud  and  De 
ceit  j  they  think  it  not  enough  to  put  away  from  them  all 
bitternefs,  and  wrath,  and  anger,  and  evil-fpeaking,  with 
all  malice ;  but  they  are  kindly  affe5iioned  to  each  other,  re 
joicing  with  them  that  rejoice,  and  weeping  with  them  that 
iveep.  They  are  courteous,  pitiful,  tender-heared,  full  of 
Xove  and  good-will  ;  ready  to  aflift,  and  do  all  <^ood  Offi 
ces,  not  only  to  Relatives  and  Friends,  but  to  all  Men  as 
they  have  Opportunity,  efpecially  to  the  Houfhold  of  Faith. 
And  what  the  Gofpel  is  more  than  ordinary  exprefs  in,  they 
can  put  up  Affronts,  pafs  by  Injuries,  forgive  Offences,  and 
do  good  to  Enemies. 

And  as  they  do  their  Duty  to  God  and  their  Neighbour, 
fo  they  practice  it  in  regard  of  themfelves;  they  are  nowfober 
and  chafte ;  they  remember  they  have  Souls  as  well  as  Bo 
dies  j  and  accordingly  take  care  not  to  indulge  the  latter  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  former.  They  therefore  mortify  their 
munbsrt  that  are  *n  the  wrth,  fornication,  unclennnefs,  in- 

$rdi- 


ordinate  affection,  evil-concupi fcence :  And  ever  make  it  their 
Care  to  condud  themfelves  by  the  great  Gofpel-rule  of 
Temperance  and  Sobriety.  They  neither  eat  nor  drink,  nor 


Care  to    condud   themfelves   by   the  great    Gofpel-rule    of 

sy  neither  eat  nor  drink, 
rife  up  to  play,  nor  allow  themfeves    in  any   inferior  Grati- 


fication,  but  within  fuch  Bounds  and  Limits,  as  will  confift 
with  the  Prefcriptions  of  Chriilianity.  In  one  Word,  in  all 
fenfual  Indulgences,  they  be  oft  in  mind,  that  they  are  Men 
and  not  Bruits:  yea,  that  they  are  new  Men,  and  fo  behave 
themfelves  foberly,  as  becomes  reafonable  and  religious! 
Creatures. 

Such  a  Change  as  this  does  Chriftianity  make  in  the  Lives 
of  thofe  who  are  its  real  Profeflbrs ;  and  a  moll  glorious 
Change  it  is  ;  more  efpecially  in  regard  of  thofe  who  have 
not  been  under  the  Reftraints  of  a  religious  Education,  but 
h.ive  -walked  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according 
to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fyirit  that  worketh 
in  the  children  of  difobedience ;  among  whom  they  have  had- 
their  converfation  in  times  pa  ft,  in  the  lufts  of  the  fe/h,  fulfilling 
the  depresofthefleflj,  and  of  the  mind.  O  what  a  Difference  is 
there  in  the  Lives  of  this  kind  of  Pcrfons  !  'Tis  even  wonder'd 
at  by  all  that  knew  them.  Light  is  not  more  contrary  to  Dark- 
nefs,nor  Heaven  to  Hell,  than  the  Lives  of  thefe  Perfons  now 
are  to  what  they  once  were.  They  are,  in  the  general  courfe  of 
their  Lives,  quite  another  fort  of  Men  j  they  may  properly 
be  called  new  Creatures. 

And  thus  you  have  feen  the  true  Import  of  the  Metaphor 
in  the  Text,  by  a  brief  but  diftind  and  full  Defcription  of 
that  Change,  on  account  whereof,  the  Stile  of  new  creature 
is  applied  to  the  true  Chriftian. 

Several  other  things  might  properly  be  confidered  upoii 
this  Subjedj  as  the  Maker  of  the  new  Creature,  the  HOLY 
SPIRIT  of  GOD  j  the  Necedity  of  the  new  Creature,  both 
from  the  appointment  of  the  Gofpel  Covenant,  andtheCon- 
ftitution  ot  the  Nature  of  Man ;  the  Means  and  Manner  of 
the  new  Creature's  Formation  :  But  each  of  thefe,  to  dp  Ju- 
ftice  to  them,  would  require  aDifcourfe  by  itfelf;  for  which 
reafon,  I  fhall  wholly  pafs  them  over  at  prefent,  and  come 
to  the  Application,  which  indeed  is  the  chief  thing  I  had  in 
view  in  the  choice  of  the  Text.  And, 

i.  We  colled,  from  the  preceeding  Difcourfe,  that,  by 
the  new  Creature  the  Scripture  means  fomething  very  diffe 
rent  from  what  many  are  apt  to  imagine.  Jt  does  not  here 
by  mean  a  bare  Profeflion  of  Chriitianity,  in  Oppofition  to 
H«aihenifjijj  it  does  not  hereby  mean  a  meeir  Change  in  the 


outward  Behaviour;  much  lefs  a  Change  from  thefe  orthofe 
•particular  Sins,  arifmg.only  from  a  Change  of  Age  or  Con- 
jdition  in  Life :  It  does  not  hereby  mean  a  going  over  from 
one  Opinion  to  another,  or  from  one  Party  of  Chriftians 
to  another :  It  does  not  hereby  mean  the  Reilraints  of  Edu 
cation  or  Gonfcience,  nor  yet,  the  being  now  and  then  in  a 
Commotion  from  our  Affections  and  Paifions  :  I  fay,  the 
Scripture,  by  the  new  creature,doe.s  not  mean  fuch  tl  ngs  as 
thefe,  no,  but  fomething  far  more  great  and  excellent :  It 
liereby  means  that  glorious  Change,  whereby  Men  returned 
from  'darknefs  to  light  ^  whereby,  of  Slaves  to  divers  Lufts 
and  Pleafures,  they  are  made  the  Servants  of  God  and  Righ- 
teoufnefs.  It  means  that  Change,  whereby,  inftead  of  the 
Image  of  the  Devil,  Men  become  Partakers  of  the  Nature; 
of  God,  a  Likenefs  to  the  Divine  Being,  in  Holinefs  and 
true  Righteoufnefs.  Such  a  Change  as  this  is  introduced 
into  Men's  Frame  by  the  new  Creation  3  they  are,  as  it 
were  a  new  Workmanfhip  of  God  j  they  are  fo  univerfally 
altered,  that  they  are  not  mifcalled  new  Creatures. 

2.  We  are  taught  from  what  has  been  faid,   the  Excellen 
cy  of  the  new  Creation.     Hereby  the  Ruins  of  the  old  are 
repaired,  the  Image  of  God  reinitampt  upon  the  Soul,    and 
the  Confufion  and  Diforder  among  its  Faculties  fet  to  rights, 
Light  is  put  into  the  Unclerflanding,  the    Will  made  pliant 
and  dudile,  the  AfFedions  are  placed  on  their   proper  Ob 
jects,  the  Paflions  calm  and  quiet,    the   Confcience  ferene 
and  placid,  and  the  Life  uniform  and  regular,  conformed  to 
the  Will  of  God,  and  the  Precepts  of  Religion.     O  -what  a 
plorious  Change  is  this  !  How  enobled  are  thofe,  who  have 
been  thus  created  again  in  Chrift  Jefas  ?     None  among  the 
meer  Sons  of  Adam,  however  dignified  and  exalted  on  q- 
ther  Accounts,  are  to  be  compared  with  them :    They  are 
the  Excellent  in  the  Earth  $    they  bear  a  near  Refemblance 
to  perfected  Spirits  and  glorious  Angels  ;  yea,   in  fome  Pro 
portion,  they  are  living  Images  of  the  bleifed  God,  and  of 
his  only  begotten  Son,  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.     And  what 
can  be  faid  that  will  refled  greater  Glory  on  them  ? 

3.  We  have  reafon  to  fear,  from  what  has  been  offeree!, 
there  are  but  few  who  may  be  pronounced  new  Creatures. 
Many  indeed  lay  claim  to  this  Charader  5  but  how  few  up- 
pn  folid  Grounds,  can  make   good   their  Pretences?     How 
few,  alas  !  have  had  Experience  of  a  real  and  effedual  change, 
both  in  Heart  and  Life  !  O  how  many  are  there  of  whom 
it  may  be  laid,     They   are  changed    from  Childhood    to, 
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Youth;  from  Youth  to  Manhood,  from  Manhood  to  Age," 
and  the  old  Nature  (till  remains  in  its  full  Strength ;  yea, 
and  the  Body  of  Death  is  more  vigorous  than  twenty  or 
thirty  Years  ago  !  O  what  Multitudes  are  changed  for 
the  worfe  inftead  of  the  better  I  are  daily  growing  more 
loofe  and  prophane,  more  earthly  and  fenfual,  more  vicious 
in  their  Morals,  and  univerfally  debauch'd  in  their  Conver- 
fations  >  And  can  it  be  faid  of  fuch,  that  they  are  new 
Creatures  ?  They  have  nothing  in  them  that  is  new  ;  they 
remain  altogether  unaltered,  unlefs  it  be,  that  their  Nature 
is  more  changed  into  that  of  theJDeyil. 

And,  even  among  the  Profeflors  of  Religion,  how  few 
may  be  reckoned  among  thofe  who  are  fo  changed  as  that 
they  are  new  Men  ?  There  may,  it  is  true,  be  a  Change  of 
Language  in  fome,  a  Change  of  Looks  and  Geftures  in  o- 
thers,  a  Change  in  mere  ontward  Appearance  in  ftill  others; 
but  how  few  are  effectually  turned  from  the  Love  and  Pra- 
dtice  of  Sin,  to  the  Love  and  Practice  of  Holinefs  ?  In  here 
and  there  one  we  may  behold  the  Image  of  <3od  and  the 
Ufe  of  Religion  }  but  O  how  many  heartlefs  Chriftia,ns  are 
there !  how  many  who  have  the  Name  of  God  in  their 
Mouths,  but  the  Image  of  Satan  on  their  Hearts !  Are  there 
not  many  who  have  no  other  Chriftianity  but  what  confifts 
with  their  Vices  ?  who  are  Chriftians  by  Name,  but  very 
Pagans  in  their  Deeds  ?  and,  among  the  Multitudes  who 
profefs  to  have  Faith  inChrift,  how  few  have  any  other  that* 
that  dead  faith,  of  which  the  A^oftle  James  fays,  it  fro  fit  - 
eth  not?  Muft  it  not  be  faid  of  moft  Chriftians,  that  their 
Taith.  is  without  works  ?  a  Faith  that  does  not  produce  thofe 
Fruits  of  Righteoufnefs,  which  by  Jefus  Chriit  are  to  the 
Praife  of  the  Glory  of  God  >  And  what  mail  we  fay  of  fuch 
Chnftians  >  Shall  we  allow  that  they  are  new  Creatures  ? 
$y  no  means  j  for  whatever  their  Hopes  and  Claims  are, 
they  are  yet  in  their  Sins,  unfanctlfied  by  the  Grace  of  God. 
O  the  Smallnefs  of  the  Number  of  new  Creatures!  The 
pld  Creation  is  of  vaftly  greater  Extent  than  the  new.  A- 
jnong  the  Multitudes  who  are  the  natural  Workman/hip  of 
(God,  there  are  but  few  who  are  his  Workmanfhip  created 
again  in  Chrift  Jefits.  Here  and  there  a  Man,  a  Woman, 
a  Child,  is  new-formed;  but  for  the  Eulk  of  Mankind,  they 
remain  as  they  were,  unrenewed  in  their  Minds,  unchanged 
in  their  Lives.  A  melancholy  Truth  this !  it  fhould  deeply 
affect  our  Hearts. 

^  We  have  here  a  Rule  by  which  we  may  make  trial  of 

OIU' 
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onr  State.  Some  perhaps  are  at  no  Lofs  about  their  Chara 
cter  5  they  know  at  once,  without  bringing  the  Matter  to 
trial,  that  .they  are  not  in  Chrifl  j  they  are  felf-condemned  5 
their  Confciences  witnefs  againft  them  ;  and  this,  it  may  be 
feared,  is  the  Cafe  of  a  great  many.  And  can  you  be  eafy 
in  fuch  a  State  ?  You  have  infinite  Reafon  for  Difquiemde 
of  Soul ;  and  were  but  your  Eyes  opened  to  fee  your  Mife- 
ry  and  Danger,  you  would  wonder  at  your  own  Stupidity. 
As  you  are  out  of  Chrift,  you  are  out  of  favour  with  God, 
under  Condemnation  by  his  holy  Law,  yea  the  wrath  of 
Cod  abideth  on  you :  You  every  Moment  ly  open  to  Deftru- 
#ion  from  God's  Prefence,  and  the  Glory  of  his  Power  : 
There  is  nothing  betwixt  you  and  the  Place  of  Blacknefs  of 
Darknefs  but  a  poor  frail  uncertain  Life  $  you  hang,  as  it 
Were,  over  the  bottomlefs  Pit  by  the  (lender  Thread  of  Life, 
and  the  Moment  that  fnaps  afunder  you  fink  down  into  Per 
dition.  And  is  this  a  Condition  to  be  fecure  in  ?  Are  you 
eafy  in  Hazards  of  infinitely  lefs  Importance?  and  mall  this 
be  the  only  one  wherein  you  aft  as  though  you  were  per 
fectly  ftupid  >  Shall  your  Fears  be  alarmed  upon  the  Pro- 
fpeft  of  Inconfiderable  temporal  Evils,  and  not  at  all  awa 
kened  when  your  Souls  and  their  everlaftins*  Well-being  are 
at  an  infinite  Rifque  ?  O  the  monftrous  Infatuation  you  are 
under!  Who  hath  bewitched  you,  O  Sinners,  that  you  are 
thus  loft  to  all  Senfe  of  your  own  Safety  and  Interetl  >  Be 
convinced  of  your  Danger  ;  you  are  certainly  in  a  State  of 
dreadful  and  amazing  Hazard  3  you  are  the  Perfons  mark 
ed  out,  as  it  "were  by  Name,  in  the  Revelations  of  God,  for 
an  Exclufion  from  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven ;  and  if  you  live 
and  die  in  your  prefent  Condition,  you  will  furely  be  made 
miserable  without  Mercy  or  Remedy.  'Tis  no  Tale  I  am  now 
telling  you,  no,  but  the  'very  truth  of  the  true  and  faithful 
<3od;  O  realife  it  to  be  fo,  and  awake  out  of  your  Securi 
ty.  Awake  thou  that  fleepeft,  and  call  on  thy  God  ;  O  cry 
mightily  unto  God,  unto  God  moft  high !  perhaps  he  Will 
hear  your  Cry,  pity  your  miferabl^  Cafe,  and  fend  you  Help 
from  his  holy  Habitation. 

But  befides  the  Perfons  I  have  been  fpeaking  to,  there  are 
others  who  may  be  at  a  real  Lofs  to  know  theiv  juft  Chara- 
&er  God-ward  i  they  may  be  under  Fears  and  Doubts  whe 
ther  they  are  good  Chriftians,  and  would  be  glad  to  be  put 
upon  a  Method  of  Trial,  whereby  they  might  come  to  know 
themfelves  whether  Chnf  Jefus  'be  in  them,  or  they  are 


probates,  Counterfeits,  dilallowed  of  God.     To  fuch  I  would 

fay, 

You  have  in  the  Text  a  Rule,  by  which,  if  you  try  your- 
felves,  and  engage  the  divine  Spirit  with  you  in  the  Trial, 
you  may  come  to  a  clear  and  fatisfadory  Knowledge  of  the 
real  State  of  your  Cafe.  If  you  are  new  Creatures,  you  are 
good  Chriftians,  you  are  in  Chrift,  united  to  him,  intereft- 
ed  in  him,  and  in  all  the  eternal  Bleilings  laid  up  in  the 
Promifes  of  the  Gofpel-covenant.  Bring  yourfelves  then  to 
the  Trial.  Put  the  Queftion  to  your  own  Soul,  Have  1  had 
Experience  of  fuch  a  Change,  as  that  I  can  efteem  myfelf  a 
TWW  Creature  ?  Have  I  indeed  been  transformed  by  the  re 
newing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft?  How  is  it  with  my  Apprehenfi- 
ons  :  Have  I  the  fame  Views,  the  fame  Thoughts,  the  fame 
Sentiments  of  Things  that  1  always  had  2  or  do  I  fee  Things 
in  another  and  different  Light  2  What  are  my  Thoughts  of 
Sin  2  does  it  feem  a  flight  Thing,  or  an  accurfed  Evil  2  What 
are  my  Thoughts  of  Holinels  2  do  I  entertain  a  low  Opini 
on  of  it  2  or  does  it  appear  a  Matter  infinitely  reafonable 
and  important?  What  are  my  Thoughts  of  Chrift  2  do  I 
fee  no  Beauty  in  him  for  which  he  mould  be  defired  2  or 
does  he  appear  altogether  lovely  2  Can  I,  in  my  own  Ap- 
prehenfion,  do  without  him  2  or  do  I  fee  the  need,  the  ab- 
folute  need  1  ftand  in  of  him,  and  that  there  is  no  other 
Name  given  under  Heaven  among  Men  whereby  I  can  be 
faved  2  And  how  is  it  with  my  Purpofes  2  which  am  i  de 
termined  for,  this  World  or  anoiher  2  Is  my  Refolution  for 
God  and  Chrift,  and  Heaven  and  Holinefs,  a  fudden,  ac 
cidental,  tranficnt  Bufinefs,  or  the  fettled,  permanent,  ha 
bitual  Purpofe  of  my  Heart  2  And  how  is  it  with  my  Affe- 
dions  2  on  what  are  they  placed  2  and  after  what  Manner 
are  they  exercifed  2  Whom  do  I  love  moft,  God  or  the 
World'?  Which  do  I  fear  moft,  the  Anger  of  God,  or  out 
ward  Lofles  and  Croiles  2  What  grieves  me  moft,  the 
Frowns  of  the  World,  or  the  want  of  God's  Favour  2  W'hich 
do  1  place  my  Hope  moft  in,  the  Things  of  Time,  or  the 
Things  of  Eternity  2  And  how  is  it  as  to  my  Life  and  Man 
ners  2  have  1  put  off  the  former  Converfation,  which  was 
according  to  deceitful  Lufts  2  or  do  I  ftill  fulfil  the  Pefires 
of  the  Flefh  and  of  the  Mind  2  Have  I  renounced  my  Sins, 
all  my  Sins,  my  moft  beloved  Sins  2  or  do  I  ftill  keep  them  ? 
And  if  I  have  turned  from  Sin,  to,  whom  have  I  turned  2 
Have  I  turned  to  God  in  Chrift  2  and  is  it  my  daily  con- 
ilant  Endeavour  to.  live  to  God  \  What  is  jny  Courfe  and 

Manner 


Manner  of  Life  ?  is  it  conduced  by  the  Will  of  God  >  Is  it 
conformed  to  the  Example  of  Chriit  ?  Is  it  a  juft  Tranfcript 
of  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel  ?  Am  I  pious  towards  God? 
Am  I  righteous  towards  Men  3  Am  1  fober  in  rcfpeft  of 
myfelf? 

Thefe,  my  Brethren,  are  Queftions  of  no  fmall  Weight, 
you  may  determine  your  Character  by  them.  If  you  are  able, 
upon  a  thorough  Survey  of  your  Hearts  and  Lives,  to  fay, 
you  have  had  Experience  of  fuch  a  Change  as  this,  you  are 
then  in  Chrift,  interefted  in  all  the  glorious  Purchafes  of  his 
Crofs  3  nor  need  you  be  in  any  Doubt  about  the  Matter. 

But  I  have  not  experienced,  may  the  concerned  Chriftian 
fay,  I  have  not  experienced  thofe  Agonies  and  Convulfions 
of  Soul  which  others  have  felt.  When  I  converfe  with  my 
Ghrittian  Friends  and  Neighbours,  I  find  the  Terrors  of  the 
Lord  have  fet  themfelves  in  array  againft  them  ;  a  Senfe  o£ 
Sin  and  Wrath  has  been  fo  powerfully  impreffed  on  them, 
that  they  have  been  driven  almoft  to  Defpair  ;  I  cannot  pre 
tend  to  fuch  Experience  as  this,  and  it  fills  me  with  Fear 
and  Solicitude.  To  fuch  I  would  fay, 

Perhaps  you  were  fanttified  from  Children.  This,  I  doubt 
not,  is  fometimes  the  Cafe,  and  might  oftner  be  fo,  if  Pa 
rents  were  more  generally  faithful  in  the  religious  Education 
of  their  Children  ;  and  if  you  W7ere  fo  happy  as  to  be  wrought 
upon  by  the  Grace  of  God  in  your  early  Childhood,  is  it  a- 
ny  Wonder  you  have  not  been  furprifed  with  thofe  Terrors 
"which  fome  others  may  have  experienced  ? 

Or,  it  may  be,  you  were  early  under  Reftraints  from  Sin, 
and  had,  from  your  firit  Remembrance,  ferious  Thoughts 
of  God  and  Religion  $  a  clear  Perception  of  the  Uglinefs  of 
Sin,  the  Beauty  of  Holinefs,  the  Neceifity  of  Chrift,  and  that 
you  could  not  poflibly  be  faved  without  an  Intereft  in  him. 
And  can  it  be  thought  ftrange  if  fuch  Perfous  as  you  are  have 
not  been  amazed  with  thofe  Horrors  which  have  been  awa 
kened  in  the  Minds  offtupid  Sinners? 

Befides,  there  is  a  vaft  Difference  between  the  Characters 
of  Sinners.  Some  have  fuch  rotten-  hearts,  under  a  goodly 
outward  Appearance,  and  have  fo  long  habituated  themfelves 
to  ferve  the  Devil,  under  the  Cloak  of  a  religious  Profeflion, 
or  have  openly  done  fo,  without  feeking  for  a  Difguife,  that 
they  are  feven  fold  more  the  Children  of  Hell  than  others  : 
And  if,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  Guilt  of  theie  Sinners, 
they  are  more  dreadfully  diftreiled  from  a  Senfe  of  Sin,  and 
of  the  divine  Wrath,  what  is  it  more  than  might  rea- 

ionably 
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fonably  be  expe&ed  ?  Manafleh  was  a  great  Sinner,  and  hft 
was  greatly  humbled.  Saul  was  a  bloody  Perfecutor,  and 
on  this  Account,  as  he  himfelf  acknowledges,  the  chief  of 
Sinners  * ;  and  he  was  ftruck  blind,  and  continued  fo  for 
three  days  without  eating  or  drinking  j  all  which  time  he  is 
thought  to  have  been  in  deep  Diftrefs  of  Soul  from  a  Con- 
vidion  of  Sin.  And  it  is  perfedly  analogous  to  the  bed 
Judgment  we  are  able  to  make  of  Things,  that  the  greateft 
Sinners  mould  be  under  the  greateft  Sorrows.,  in  order  to 
their  Converfion.  I  do  not  fay  it  is  always  thus,  there  may 
be  a  Variety  even  here  ;  but  this,  I  believe,  is  generally  the 
Cafe. 

Moreover,  there  is  a  great  Difference  in  Sinners  as  to  their 
natural  Tempers  :  Some,  from  their  original  Contexture,  are 
of  a  fteady,  firm  Difpoluion,  not  apt  to  be  moved  eailly 
nor  fuddenly,  nor  to  any  remarkable  Degree ;  whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  others  are  ot  a  more  foft,  facile  Temper; 
are  more  readily  wrought  upon,  and  fooner  put  into  Com 
motion,  and  into  a  greater  one  too,  from  their  Palfions  and 
Affections.  And,  according  to  this  Difference  in  the  natu 
ral  Make  of  Sinners,  muft  there  not  be  a  Difference  alfo  in 
the  fenfible  Expreflions  of  their  Concern  for  Sin  ?  Should 
we  fuppofe  upon  their  Minds  an  equally  clear  and  firong 
Perception  of  Sin  and  Mifery,  it  is  indeed  impoffible  but  that, 
according  to  the  Difference  of  their  natural  Temper,  there 
Ihould  be  a  Difference  in  their  Diilrefs,  as  to  the  paflionate 
or  fenfitive  Part  of  it. 

Furthermore,    f  Some,    as  Mr.  Guthrie  f  exprejfes  it,    are 
^  brought  in  to  Chrift  in  a  fovereign  Gofpel  Way,  when 
the  Lord,  by  fome  few    Words  of  Love,  fwallowing  up 
any  Law-work,  quickly  taketh  a  Perfon  Prifoner  at  the 
firft,  as  he  did  Zacheus,  Luke  xix.   19.  and   others,  who, 
upon  a  Word  fpoken  by  Chrift,  did  leave  all  and  follow 
him :  And  we  hear  no  Noife  of  a  Law-work  dealing  with 
them  before  they  clofe  with  Jefus   Chrift.'     I  do  not  af 
firm  this  is  generally  the  Cafe,  but  I  doubt  not  it  fometimes 
is  j  and  I  am  perfwaded  1  fpeak  the  real  Experience  of  fome 
Very  good  Chriftians,  while  I  fay  they  have  been  more  mo 
ved  by  a  Reprefentarion  of  the  Lovelinefs,  than  of  the  Ma- 
jefty  of  God.  A  Difplay  of  the  Terrors  of  the  Law  have  noc 

*  i  Tim.  i.    15.      I  See  his  excellent  Book  intituled,  The 
frial  of  a  faring  Inter  eft  in  Chrift  Page  a  3,  24. 
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taad  any  powerful  Influence  on  them;  but  when  the  Mercy 
of  the  Gofpel,  the  Mercy,  the  Loving-kindnefs  of  God  towards 
Men  in  Jefus  Chrift,  has  been  opened  to  their  View,  it  has 
melted  their  Hearts,  diflblved  them  into  Grief  and  Shame, 
and  been  an  effedual  Preparative  to  their  faying  Clofure 
with  Chrift,  as  the  alone  Saviour  of  the  loft  World. 

But  it  ought  to  be  remembred  ftill  further,  when  Perfons 
are  under  Convictions,  they  are  the  fame  weak,  frail,  im- 
perfed  Creatures  they  were  before  ;  and  it  no  doubt  fome- 
times  happens,  that  the  Work  of  Convidion,  where  it  is 
really  begun  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  yet  earned  on  to  an 
undefirable  Excefs,  through  the  Frailty  of  the  Subjed,  either 
from  Indifpofition  of  Body,  natural  Weaknefs  of  Un- 
derftanding.  Ignorance  of  the  Gofpel,  or  Miftakes  about  the 
Fulnefs  and  Freenefs  of  that  Provifion  which  is  made  in  Chrift 
for  the  Help  of  poor  diftrefTed  Sinners  :  And  this  perhaps 
is  always  the  Cafe  where  the  Concern  is  carried  to  fo  great 
a  Height,  as  to  difcompofe  the  Mind,  and  unfit  the  Man  to 
exert  himfelf,  in  the  reafonable  Exercife  of  his  Powers,  a- 
bout  the  Affairs  of  Salvation;  or,  when  it  leads  to  Defpair, 
to  undervalue  the  Grace  of  God  and  the  Merits  of  the  Re 
deemer,  as  though  they  were  infufHcient  for  them. 

In  one  plain  Ihort  Word,  the  great  thing  you  have  to  get 
fatisfied  about  is,  whether  you  are  the  Subjects  of  that  Change, 
which  will,  in  the  Eftimation  of  the  Gofpel,  denominate  you 
new  Creatures.  All  that  are  Chriftians  in  Reality  and  Truth 
agree  in  this,  that  they  are  not  conformed  to  this  world,  but 
transformed  by  the  renewing  of  their  Minds  :  But  in  what  is 
previous  or  preparatory  to  this  there  is  a  Latitude,  and  fo 
great  a  one,  that  there  are  but  few  Chriftians  whofe  Experi 
ences  are  juft  alike.  If  fome  have  been  fpeedily  wrought 
upon,  and  fafhioned  into  a  Workmanmip  of  God,  others 
have  had  the  fame  thing  done  for  them  in  a  more  flow  and 
leifurely  Way.  If  fome  have  been  exercifed  with  great  Ter 
rors  of  Conscience,  ftrong  Agonies  and  Convulflons  of  Soul, 
others  have  been  recovered  to  God  in  a  more  mild,  and  kind, 
and  gentle  Manner.  If  fome  have  been  under  a  ftated,  per 
ceptible  and  diftind  Courfe  of  Operations  from  the  Spirit  of 
'God,  others  have  been  dealt  with  in  a  more  infenfible  and 
varioufly  interrupted  Way.  The  great  thing  neceflary  is,  to: 
experience  a  real  and  effectual  Renovation  of  Heart  and  Life, 
and  as  to  the  Way  and  Manner  how  this,  by  the  divine  Spi 
rit,  was  brought  about,  it  is  not  of  fo  great  Importance  s 
ftor  Is  it  of  any  Importance  whether  the  Spirit  of  God  has- 

gone' 
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gone  ori  in  jufl  the  fame  Method  with  you  which  he  has  ta 
ken  with  lome  others,  be  rather  concerned  about  the  tiling, 
than  the  Way  in  order  to  it  ;  get  fmsried  you  have  been 
thus  wrought  upon,  and  you  need  be  at  no  further  Pains. 

Let  me  add  here  for  your  further  Satisfaction  under  tin's 

Difficulty,  the  Words  of  the  renownedly  pious  Mr.  Shepherd- 

in.  his  Sound  Believer  ;  fays  he,   {   '  Some   think   there  is  no 

thorough  Conviction  without  fome  Affection.     1  dare  not 

fay  fo.~  Let  not  therefore  any  Soul  be  difcouraged,  and 

fay,  I  was  never  yet  convinced,  becaufe  1   have  not  felt 

fuch  a  clear,  real,  conftant  Light  to  fee  Sin  and  Death  as 

others  have  done  $  confidcr  thou  if  the  End  of  Conviction 

be  attained,  which  is  a  true  Senfe  and  feeling  of  Sin,  thou 

hall  then  that  Meafure  which  is  molt  meet  for  thee,  more 

than  which  the  Lord  regards  .not  in  any  oi   his.'     And  he 

gives  us  his  Thoughts  concerning  this  Senfe  and  feeling  of 

Sin  a  few  Pages  onwards  :    f   ]  Do,  not  think  that  the  Lord 

fc  hath  not  wrought  any  true  Senfe  of  Sin,  becaufe  you  hml 

*  it  not  in  fuch  a  Meafure  as  you  imagine  you  mould  deli  re 
c  to  have,  and  that  others  feel.    Senfe  of  Sin  admits  of  De- 

*  grees.  -  Some  are  educated  more  civilly  than  others, 
f  and  thereby  have   contracted   lefs  Guilt  and   Stoutnefs  of 
'  Heart  againft  God  and  his  Ways;  therefore  thefe  have  not 
f  fuch  Caufe  of  Trouble,  and,  being  lefs  rugged,  have  lefs 

*  need  of  Axes  to  hew  them.    Some  Mens  Sorrow  breaks  in 

*  upon  them  more  fuddenlv,  like  Storms  and  Breaches  of  the 
'  Sea,  and  the  Lord  is  refolved  to  haften  and  finifh  his  Work 
'  in  them  more  fpeedily,  and  it  may  be  more  exemplarily  j 
'   (for  every  Chriftian  is  not  a  fair  Copy)   as  thofe  in  Atls 
c  ii.  ij.     In  others,  their  Sorrows  foak  in  by  Degrees,  gut- 
f  ta  cavat  lapidem,  the   Lord   empties  them   by    continual 

*  Droppings,  and   hence  feel    not  that  MeaCwc   of  Sorrow 
'  that  others  do.     Every  Chriftian  is   not   a   Heman,  Pfalm 

*  Ixxxvii.  who  fuffers  diflr  acting  fears  and  terrors  from  his 
(  youth  up,  Ver.   15.  who  is  afflicted  with  ail   God's  ways, 

*  Ver.  7.  —  Some  Senfe  of  Sin  the  Lord  will  work  in  all  he 
f  faves,  but  not  the  fame  Meafure.'     He  expreiles  himfelf 
dill  further  upon  this  Matter  in  thefe  Words  :      }  Nor  yet, 

*  fays  he>  do    I  prefs  a  Neceffity  of  Tears,  or  violent  and 
'  tumultuous  Complaints  ;  the  deepell  Sorrows  run  with  the 

*  lead  Noife.    If  a  Man  can  have  Tears  for  outward 


?  Page  33.      f  Page  49,  50.      J  Page  79. 
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*  and  none  for  Sins,  it  is  very  fufpicious  whether  he  was  c- 
e  ver  truly  forrowful  for  Sin  5  otherwife,  as  the  greateft  Joys 

*  are  not  always  expr&'l:  in  Laughter.,  to  the  greateil  Sorrows 

*  are   not  always  expreil  in  medding  of  Tears.'    *To  which 
let  me  Tub  join  the  Words  of  that  eminent  Man  of  God  Mr. 
Willard :  '  *  God,  fays  he,  doth  by  one  and  the  fame  Aft 

*  introduce  into  the  Soul  that  Principle  which  is  called  the 

*  new   Creature,  one  principal  Member  whereof  is   Faith  j 

*  but  yet  in  his  Dealings  with  the  Souls  of  Men  about  it  he 
c  ads  not  alike  in  all  ;  and  as  to  the  Experiences  of  graci- 
c  ous  Souls,  they  are  various  on  this  Account.     Nor  is  the 
c  Method  to  be  limited  to  any  one's  particular  Obfervation 
'  in  himfelf. — Infome  he  makes  morter  Work  by  the  means, 
c  others  he  holds  longer  under  Awakenings,  Terrors,  &C. 
c  Some  are  drawn  f  to  Chrift  more  gently,  others  more  ter- 
'  ribly,  and  all  this  according  as  he  pleafeth :  And  it  will  be 

*  a  great  Injury  to  the  Souls  we  are  concerned  with  if  we  b& 
(  rigid  here.' 

I  mean  not  by  what  I  have  cited  from  thefe  learned  and 
pious  Writers,  or  delivered  in  my  own  Words,  to  fpeak  a- 
gainft  that  Senfe  of  Sin  and  Wrath  which  is  really  needful 
to  put  Perfons  upon  feeking  to  obtain  Salvation  through  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  but  only  to  make  it  appear,  that  this  is  various 
in  its  Degree  in  different  Perfons,  infomuch  that  none  have 
Reafon  to  call  in  queftion  the  Truth  of  their  Renovation, 
merely  becaufe  they  have  not  had  fo  great  or  fo  long  Ter 
rors  as  others  have  felt. 

But  1  do  not  know,  may  the  perplexed  Chriftian  further 
fay,  I  do  not  know  the  Time  of  my  Converfion,  and  it 
gives  me  confiderable  Uneafinefs;  others  I  meet  with,  or 
hear  of,  can  mention  the  precife  Time  when  they  fuppofe 
they  were  created  atjew,  with  many  remarkable  Circumftan- 
ces  relating  thereto ;  but  it  is  not  thus  with  me,  and  it  gives 
me  great  Diiturbance :  I  am  afraid  I  am  not  a  new  Crea~ 
ture. 

To  fuch  as  you  I  cannot  more  properly  apply  myfeff  thau 
in  the  Words  of  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Owen:  '  i  He  that 
f  is  alive  may  know  that  he  was  born,  tho'  he  know  neither 

*  the  Place  where,  nor  the  Time  when  he  was  fo ,  and  fo 
c  may  he  that  is  fpiritually  alive,  and  hath  Ground  of  Evi- 

*  dence  that  he  is  fo,  that  he  was  born  again,  tho'  he  know 

*  See   his  Lectures  upon  the  Affembly's  Catechifm,  Page 
435.     f  Oil  Pfalm  cxx,x.  Page  34.2, 
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neither  when,  nor  where,  nor  how.  And  this  Cafe,  ht 
goes  on,  is  ufual  in  Perfons  of  quiet  natural  Tempers,  who 
have  had  the  Advantage  of  Education  under  Means  of 
Li°ht  and  Grace.  God  oft-times  in  fuch  Perfons  begins 
ami  carries  on  the  Work  of  Grace  infenpbly,  fo  that  they 
come  to  <*ood  Growth  and  Maturity  before  they  know  that 
they  are  alive :  Such  Perfons  come  at  length  to  be  fa'isfi- 
ed  in  faying  with  the  blind  Man  in  the  Gofpel,  How  our 
eyes  were  opened  we  know  not,  only  one  thing  we  know, 
whereas  we  were  blind  by  nature,  now  we  fee.'  Very  fuit- 
able  alfo  to  Perfons  in  your  Cafe  are  the  Words  of  holy 
Mr.  Flavel :  '  *  This  marvellous  Change,  fays  he,  (he  had 
been  fpeaking  of  the  new  Creation]  as  great  and  univerfal 
as  it  is,  is  not  alike  evident  and  clearly  difcernable  in  all 
new  Creatures  j'  and  he  adds  this  as  one  Reafon  of  it, 
Becaufe  the  Work  of  Grace  is  wrought  in  divers  Methods 
and  Manners  in  the  People  of  God  :  Some  are  changed 
from  a  State  of  notorious  Profanenefs  into  ferious  Godli- 
nefs ;  there  the  Change  is  conspicuous  and  very  evident, 
all  the  Neighbourhood  rings  of  it ;  but  in  others  it  is  more 
infenfibly  inftilled  in  their  tender  Years,  by  the  BlefTmgof 
God  upon  religious  Education,  and  there  it  is  more  indifcern- 
able.'  And  very  pertinent  likewife  to  the  Doubt  we  are 
upon  are  the  Words  of  the  late  Prefidcnt  Wadfworth,  in  his 
Guide  for  the  doubting,  and  Cordial  for  the  fainting  Saint , 
than  which  I  fcarce  know  of  a  more  ufeful  Book  in  its  kind  : 
Says  he,  '  t  There  are  probably  but  few  fincere  Chriftians 
that  can  tell  the  particular  Time  of  their  Conversion.  Paul 
could  tell  the  very  Day  he  was  converted,  it  was  on  fuch 
a  Day  when  he  was  going  to  Damafcus  to  perfecute  the 
Saints  5  but  we  do  not  know  that  Peter,  James  and  John* 
knew  the  particular  Day  of  their  Conversion.— It  may  be 
a  Perfon  has  been  brought  up  very  ignorantly,  and  lived 
fcandaloufly,  at  length  God  takes  hold  of  him  by  his  Word 
and  Spirit,  fills  him  with  amazing  Terrors  and  Horrors 
for  his  Wicked  Courfeof  Life,  unites  him  to  Chrift,  works 
Grace  in  his  Soul  and  a  Change  in  his  Practice  both  at 
once,  or  the  latter  immediately  upon  the  former :  Such 
'an  one  ordinarily  can  tell  how  and  when  he  was  firit 
wrought  upon  by  the  Spirit.  It  may  be  others  had  pious 
Education  from  their  Childhood,  have  never  been  left  to 
fcandalous  Sins ;  they  have  (in  general  fpeaking)  always 

*  Vol.  j,  of  his  Works,  Page  350.     f  Page  95*96,97. 
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*  had  Tome  Awe  of  God   upon  their  Souls,  fome  Serife  of 
"*  the  Evil  of  Sin,  and  confiderable  Fear  of  committing;  known 

*  Wickednefs,  and  fpeedy  Remorfe  and  Trouble  of  Confci- 
r  ence  if  they   have   done  it :     Now    ordinarily  when  fuch 

*  Perfons  are  converted,  they  can  give  the  leait  (or  it  may 

*  be  no  particular  Account)  of  the  Time  of  their   Conver- 

*  fion.     They  have  had  more  or  lefs  of  Convictions,  Doubts, 

*  Fears,   Hopes,    even  from  their  Childhood  :    And  though 
c  now  they  detire  heartily  to  have  Chrift  on  his  own  terms, 
r  and  to   be  imiverfally  holy;  yet  they   can't   tell   at  what 

*  time  this  Change  was  wrought  in  them.     It  may  be  they 

*  now  know,  that    they   fincerely   fear  God;  but  they  don't 

*  know  when  this  begun  in  them  :     Nor  can  they  fay,  whe- 

*  ther  parental  Inilruction,  reading  God's  Word,  or  hearing 

*  it  preached,  was  firftly  inltrumenral  of  faving  Good  to  their 

*  Souls.     So  that  though  fome  Perfons  thus  pioufly  educated, 

*  may  poflibly  know    the  particular  Time  of  their  Conver- 

*  fion  >  yet  'tis  very  probable,  that  ordinarily  few  fuch  know 

*  it.' And  very   obfervable    to  our   prefent   Purpofe  ar« 

the  Words  of  pious  Mr.  Baxter  f,  '  I   was  once,  fays  he, 

*  in  a  Meeting  of  very  many  Chriitians,  mod   eminent  for 

*  Zeal  and  Holinefs  of  moft  in  the  Land,  of  whom  divers 

*  were  Miniiters,   (and  fome  at   this  Day  as   famous  and  as 

*  much  followed   as   any    I  know  in  England)   and  it  was 

*  there  dedred,  that  every  one  mould  give  in  the  Manner 

*  of  their  Converfion,  that    it  might  be  obferved  what  was 

*  God's  ordinary  way  :    And  there   was  but  one  that  I  re- 

*  member  of  them  all,  that  could  conjecture  at  the  Time  of 

*  their  Converfion. 

Don't  trouble  yourfelves  therefore  with  Fears  and  Doubts 
about  your  Convedion,  merely  becaufe  you  can't  relate  the 
Time  and  Circumftances  of  it,  with  that  Particularity  and 
Exactnefs  which  fome  others  may  be  able  to  do.  Search 
your  Hearts  thorowly,  to  fee  whether  you  are  indeed  Par 
takers  of  a  new  Nature  ;  that's  the  main  thing :  The  Time 
•when  this  new  Nature  was  form'd  in  you,  is  a  Circumftance 
only ;  get  well  fatisfied  about  the  former,  and  you  need  be 
in  no  Concern  about  the  latter. 

But  I  han't  Aifurance,  fays  the  doubting  Chriftian  j  that's 
•another  great  Difcouragement  to  me  :  One  and  another,  who 
have  but  lately  made  any  Pretences  to  Religion,  feem  cer 
tain  of  their  Salvation  j  they  have  no  Doubt  about  their  good 

t  In  his  Bwk  about  Infant  BtPtifm,  p.  129, 
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Eftate,    but  have  arrived,  as  it  were,  all  at  once,  to  full  A(*-- 
furance.     This  is  not  my    Cafe,  though  it  be  a  long  time 
fince,  I  hope,  I   have   been  in  earneft  about  Religion,  and 
my  Soul's  Salvation,  and  it  gives  me  no  fmall  Difturbance. 
To  give  you  Relief  under  this  Difficulty,   let  me  fay,  tho* 
Afliirance  be  attainable,    yet  however  it  comes  about,    or 
wherever  the   Fault   lies,    'tis   the  Attainment  of   but   few  --, 
and  the  Experience  of  the  greateft  part  of  true  Chriftians  is 
a  fad  Proof  of  this.     Hear  what  holy  Mr.  Baxter  fays  upon 
this  Head  ",  f  Even  of  thofe  that  live  comfortably,  and  ill 
Peace  of  Confcience,  yet  very  few  of  them  do  attain  to  a 
Certainty :    For  my    part,    'tis  known  that  God,  in  unde- 
ferved  Mercy,  hath  given  me   long  the  Society   of  a  great 
Number  of  godly  People,  and  great  Intereft  in  them,  and 
Privacy  with  them,  and  Opportunity  to  know  their  Minds  j 
and  this  in  many  Places,   (my  Station   in  Providence  hav 
ing  been  oft  removed)   and   1  mull  needs  profefs,   that  of 
all  thefe,  I  have  met  with  few,  very  few  indeed,  that,  if 
I  ferioufly  and  privately  asked  them,  Are  you  certain  yote 
are  a  true  Believer,  and  fo  are  juftified  and  Jhall  he  favedt 
durft  fay  to  me,  /  am  certain  of  it :    But  fome,  in  great 
Doubts  and  Fears,  mod  too  fecure  and  neglective  of  their 
States  without  Aflurance,  and  fome  in  fo  good  Hope  (to 
fpeak  in  their  own   Language)    as  calmeth   their  Spirits, 
that  they    can  comfortably    caft  themfelves  on  GOD    in 
Chrift  :  And  thofe  few,  who  have  gone  fo  far  beyond  all 
the    reft  as  to  fay,    they  were   certain  of  their  Salvation, 
were  the  Profeflbrs  whofe  State  I  fufpe&ed  more  than  any 
of  the  reft,  as  being  the  moft  proud,  felf-conceited,  cen- 
forious  unpeaceab'le  Profeflbrs.1     And  having  again  affert- 
ed  it  for  Truth,  that  but  few  Chriftians    reach  to   Aflurance 
of  Salvation,  he  thereupon  adds  \,  '  I   come  not  to   be  of 
f  this  Mind  meerly  by  reading    of  Books,    but  mainly  by 
f  reading  my  own  Heart,  and    confulting   my   own  Expe- 

*  rience,  and  the   Experience  of  a   very   great   Number  of 

*  godly  People  of  all  forts  who  have  opened  their  Hearts  tor 

*  me  for  almoft   twenty   Years  time.'     He  further  goes  on, 
c  I  would  intreat  the  Gain-fayers  to  ftudy  their  own  Hearts 
'  better  for  fome    considerable  Time,    and  to   be  more  in 
'  hearing  the  Cafe  and  Complaints  of  godly  People,  and  by 
'  that  time  they  may  happily   come   to  be  of  my  Mind.  See 

*  (alfo)  whether  all  thole  Divines   that  have  been  very  pra-r 

*  Sftkis  Wor'ks^  vol.  II.  p.  $68.  t  vid.  p.  ibid. 
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*  &ical  and  fuccefsful  in  the  Work  of  God,  and  much  ae- 

*  quainted  with  the  Way  of  the  Recovery  of  loft  Souls,  be 

*  not  all  of  the  fame  Judgment  as  I  in  this  Point,  fuch  as 
c  T.  Hooker,  Jo.  Rogers,   Preffion,  Sibbs,  Bolton,  Dod,  Cul- 
f  verwell,   &c, 

It  is  not  the  Defign  of  this  pious  Writer  to  fpeak  againft 
AflTurance,  or  to  difcourage  Perfons  from  their  beft  Endea 
vours  in  the  ufe  of  all  Means,  that  they  may  make  their  Calling 
and  Elettion  fare  j  no,  but  that  they  may  not  look  upon  this 
to  be  an  Attainment  fo  eflential,  as  that  without  it  they  can 
not  be  real  Chriftians.  Do  what  you  can,  my  Brethren,  to 
be  as  fure  of  Salvation  as  poflible;  'twill  be  aSourfe  of  un- 
fpeakable  Comfort  to  you,  in  all  the  various  Periods,  and 
under  all  the  various  Trials  of  Life  5  nor  will  it  be  a  good 
Sign  upon  you,  if  you  are  content  to  go  on  in  Uncertain 
ty  about  your  everlafting  Well-being  $  yet,  don't  fuffer  it  to 
put  you  upon  giving  up  all  Hope  of  your  being  in  a  good 
State,  if  you  mould  not  come  to  that  Aflurance  which  fome 
others  may  pretend  to  5  you  may  notwithstanding  be  real 
Chriftians  new  Creatures. 

But  I  han't  had  Experience  of  that  •  Light  and  Joy  in  the 
Lord,  which  I  hear  of  in  others  j  my  Soul  han't  felt  thofe 
Raptures  of  Delight  and  Comfort,  which  is  the  Cafe  of  one 
and  another  I  converfe  with  $  and  it  puts  me  upon  queftion- 
ing  the  Goodnefs  of  my  State  j  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  been 
iavingly  brought  home  to  God  in  Chrift. 

The  Advice  of  Mr.  Baxter  to  Perfons  in  your  Circumftan- 

ces  is  that  f ,  '  Be  thankful,  if  you  can  but  reach  to  a  fettled 

Peace    and  Compofure    of  your   Mind,   and  lay  not  too 

much  on  the  high  Raptures  and  Peelings  of  Comfort  which 

fome  poflefs. Let  me  tell  you  two  or  three  things. 

(i.)  A  fettled  Calm  and  Peace  of  Soul  is  a  great  Mercy, 
and  not  to  be  undervalued,  and  looked  at  as  nothing. 
(2,)  The  higeft  Raptures  and  paffionate  feeling  Joys,  are 
ufually  of  moft  doubtful  Sincerity.  Not  that  I  would  have 
any  fufpect  the  Sincerity  of  them  without  Caufe  j  but  fuch 
Paflions  are  not  fo  certain  Signs  of  Grace,  as  the  fettled 
Frame  of  the  Underftanding  and  Will:  Nor  can  we  fo 
eaflly  know  that  they  are  of  the  Spirit ;  and  they  are  liable 
to  more  queftioning,  and  have  in  them  a  greater  Poffibili- 
ty  of  Deceit.  Doubtlefs  it  is  very  much  that  Fancy  an'd 
Melancholy,  and  efpeciallya  natural  Weaknefs  and  move- 

{  Vol.  JL  of  his  Works,  p.  $7$, 


*  able  Temper  will  do  in  fuch  Cafes : Yet,  I  doubt  not 

*  but  fofid  Men  have  oft  high  Joys ;  and  more  we  mi^ht  all 
'  have  if  we  did  our  Duty.     And   I  would  have  no  ChritU- 

an  foment  himfelf  with  a  dull  Quiemefs  of  Spirit,  but,  by 
all  means  potfible,  to  be  labouring  to  rejoice  in  God,,  and 
railing  their  Souls  to  heavenly  Delights.     O  what  Lives 
do  ,we  lofe  which    We  might  enjoy  !    But   my  Meaning  is 
this;  look  at  thefe  Joys   and  Delights  as  Duties  and  as 
Mercies  j  but  look  not  at  them  as  Marks  of  Trial,  fo  as  to 
place  more  Ncceffity  in  them   than  God  has  done,  or  to 
think   them   to   be  ordinary  Things.     If  you   do  but  feel 
fuch  an  high  Eftimation  of  Chrift  and  Heaven',    that  you 
would  not  leave  him  for  all  the  World,  take  this  for  your 
fureft  Sign.     And  if  you  have  but  fo  much  Probability  or 
Hope  of  your  Intereft  in  him,  that  you  can  think  of  God 
as  one  that  loveth  you,   and  are  gladder  of  thefe  Hopes 
of  your    Intereft   in  Chrift  and   Glory,    than   if  you  were 
Owner  of  all  the  World,  take  this  for  a  happy  Mercy,  and 
a  high  Confolation.'     To  all  which  let  me  add,   There  is 
inch  a  thing  as  Joy,  which  is  no   Sign  at  all,  much  lefs   a 
certain  one,  of  the  Truth  of  Grace.     Such  was  the  Joy  with 
which  the  ftony-ground  Hearers  received  the  Word\:  It  was 
a  fluid  en  Flafh  only,    a  meer  fenfitive  Paffion ;  their  Heart 
notwithftanding  was,  at  Bottom  as  hard  as   a  Stone.    And 
fuch  alfo  was  the  Delight  with  which  Ezekiei's  Bearers   at 
tended  to  his  Preaching.     The  Defcription  the  Holy   Ghoft 
gives  of  it  is  that,    And  they   come  unto  thee    as  the  People 
cometh,  and  they  jit  before  thee  as  my  People,  and  they  hear 
thy   Words ;  but  they    uuill   not    do    them :    For   with  their 
Mouth  they  fluw  much  Love  j   but  their   Heart  goeth  after 
their  Covetoujnefs.  And  \o,  thou  art  unto  them  as  a  very  love 
ly  Song  of  one  that  hath  a  pleafant  Voice,  and  can  play  well 
on  an  Injlrument :  for  they  hear  thy  Words,  but  they  do  them 
not  \.     And  this,  no  doubt,  is  the  only  Joy  ofmany  others  ; 
and  the  Joy  is   always  of  this  fort,  when  it  is  not  accom 
panied  wi;h  a  real  fan&ifying  Work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.     I 
Ipeak  not  thus  to  difcourage  any,  but  to    put  all  upon  due 
Tear  and  Caution  :   For  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe  is  plainly  ihis, 
unlefs  you  have   had  wrought  in  you  thas   Change,    which 
confifts  in  the  Renovation  of  your   Soul,    and   the  Implan 
tation  of  God's  Image,  the  highetl  Raptures  of  Joy  and  De 
light  are  no  Evidence  that  you  are  in  a  good  State:  Where- 

\  Matth.  xiii.  ^Q>  2.1.     £  Ezek,  xxxm,   31,  32. 
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as,  if  you  are  enabled  to  difcern  this  Change  effected  in 
you,  you  may  certainly  depend  upon  it,  that  you  are  in 
Chrift  Jefus,  and  have  paffed  from  Death  to  Life;  and  this 
though  you  fhould  not  know  what  that  Joy  means,  which 
Others  fpeak  fo  much  of. 

But  'tis  more  than  time  that  I  come, 

5.  In  the  laft  Place,  to  fpeak  a  Word  to  thofe,  who  may 
be  thought  to  be  new  Creatures.  Some  fuch,  we  charita 
bly  believe  there  are  among  us.  O  that  their  Number  was 
greater !  The  good  Lord  increafe  it.  To  fuch  let  me  fay, 

Be  thankful  to  God,  to  whom  it  is  owing  you  are  what 
you  are.  What  haft  thou,  O  Man,  O  Woman,  that  thou 
didft  not  receive  ?  'Twas  not  by  your  own  Works  of  Righ- 
teoufnefs,  but  according  to  his  Mercy,  that  God-  has  Javedyoit 
by  the  zvaflj'mg  of  Regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft.  Often  look  back  to  your  former  State,  when 
you  were  dead  in  TrefpaiTes  and  Sins ;  and  while  you  re 
member  the  fad  State  you  were  once  in,  O  admire  and  a- 
dore  that  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  Love 
wherewith  he  Idved  you,  in  quickening  you  together  with 
Chrift,  and  raifing  you  up,  and  making  you  ft  together  with 
him  in  heavenly  Places. 

But  fuffer  me  to  be  particular  here,  in  a  few  Words  of 
Counfcl  and  Direction,  more  efpecially  to  thofe,  who  may 
have  lately  come  into  the  State  of  new  Creatures. 

And, 

i.  Think  not  the  Meafure  of  your  firft  Endowments  to  be 
greater  than  it  is  j  but  remember  you  are  yet  in  your  In 
fancy,  and  muft  expect  Growth  and  Ripenefs  as  the  Confe- 
quent  of  Time  and  Diligence.  Grace  imitateth  Nature,  in 
beginning  ufually  with  fmall  Degrees,  and  growing  up  to 
Maturity  by  leifurely  proceeding.  We  are  not  new  born 
in  a  State  of  Manhood,  as  Adam  was  created.  At  firft  we4 
are  of  low  Stature :  Our  true  Defcription  is  that,  *  New 
born  Babes,  defir'mg  the  fincere  Milk  of  the  Word,  that  we 
may  grow  thereby.  'Tis  obfervable,  the  New-birth  bringeth 
forth  but  Babes  j  Growth  is  by  Degrees,  by  feeding  on  the 
Word.  The  Word  is  received  by  the  Heart,  as  Seed  into 
the  Ground,  Matth  xiii.  and  Seed  ufeth  not  to  bring  forth 
Blade  and  Fruit  in  a  Day. 

Not  but  that  fome  Men- (as  Paul)  may  have  more  Grace 
at  their  mil  Cor?vev(iou  tha'n  many  others  have  at  their  full 

*   i  Pet.  ii.  2. 
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Growth;     for  God  is  free  in  giving  of  his  own,  and  may 

Eive  more  or  lefs  as  pleafeth  hirnfelf  :  But  yet  in  Paul  him- 
:lf,  that  greater  Meafure  is  but  his  fmalleft  Meafure  5  and 
he  Jiimfelf  is  capable  of  Increafe  to  the  lalt ;  though  fo  great 
a  Meafure  at  firll  is  as  rare,  as  his  greater  Meafure  at  laft  in 
his  full  Growth,  and  fcarce  to  be  expected  now. 

Or,  if  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  beftow  upon  any  now  (as 
poffibly  he  may)  a  great  Meafure  of  Holinefs  at  firft,  yet  the 
Meafure  of  Gilts  will  not,  at  firft,  be  great,  unlefs  acquired 
or  received  before  Converfion.  If  Grace  find  a  Man  of 
great  Parts  and  Underilanding,  which  by  Study  and  other 
Helps  he  had  attained  before,  no  Wonder  if  that  Man,  when 
his  Parts  are  fandified,  be  able  in  Knowledge  the  firil  Day  : 
For  he  had  it  before,  though  he  had  not  a  Heart  to  ufe  it : 
But  if  Grace  find  a  Man  ignorant,  unlearned,  and  of  mean 
Abilities,  he  muft  not  expecl:  to  be  fuddenly  lifted  up  to 
great  Underitanding,  and  high  Degrees  of  Knowledge  by 
Grace  :  For  this  Knowledge  is  not  given  now  by  fuddcn 
Infufion,  as  Gifts  were  extraordinarily  in  the  primitive 
Church.  And  you  need  no  other  Proof  of  this  but  Experi 
ence,  to  llop  the  Mouth  of  any  Gain  fayer.  Look  about 
you, and  obferve,  whether  thofe  that  are  Men  of  Knowledge, 
did  obtain  it  by  Infufion  in  a  Moment  ?  or  whether  they 
did  not  obtain  it  by  diligent  Study,  by  flow  Degrees.  Name 
the  Man  that  ever  came  to  great  Underftanding  in  any  other 
Way. 

This  is  an  important  Direction,  and  the  not  obferving  it 
may  be  attended  with  fad  EfFecls }  which  I  will  juit  name, 
that  you  may  fee  the  Necc/flity  of  avoiding  them. 

If  you  imagine  you  are  prefently  Men  of  great  Under 
ftanding  and  Abilities,  and  Holinefs,  while  you  are  young  Be 
ginners,  and  but  new-born  Babes,  you  are  entring  into  the 
Snare  and  Condemnation  of  the  Devil  5  even  into  the  odi 
ous  Sin  of  Pride  5  yea,  a  Pride  of  thofe  fpiritual  Gifts,  which 
are  moft  contrary  to  Pride.  Mark  the  Words  of  Paul, 
when  he  forbids  to  chufe  a  young  Beginner  to  the  Mini- 
ftry  f,  Not  a  Novice  ('that  is  a  young  raw  Chriilian)  left 
being  lifted  up  (or  befotted)  with  Pride,  he  fall  into  the 
Condemnation  of  the  Devil.  Why  are  young  Beginners  more 
in  danger  of  this  than  other  Chriftians  \  "One  would  think 
their  Infancy  mould  be  confcious  of  its  own  Infirmi 
ty  :  But  Paul  knew  what  he  faid :  "Tis  partly,  becaufe  the 
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Suddennefs  of  their  Change,  coming  out  of  Darknefs  into  a 
Light  which  they  never  faw  before,  doth  amaze  them,  and 
tranfport  them,  and  make  them  think  they  are  almoit  in 
Heaven,  and  that  there  is  not  much  more  to  be  attained. — 
And  it  is  partly,  becaufe  they  have  not  Knowledge  enough 
to  know  now  many  things  there  are  that  yet  they  are  igno 
rant  of.  They  never  heard  of  the  Scripture-difficulties,  and 
the  Knots  in  Scool-divinity,  nor  the  hard  Cafes  of  Con- 
fcience  ;  whereas  one  feven  Years  painful  Studies,  will  tell 
them  of  many  hundred  Difficulties  which  they  never  faw  j 
and  forty  or  fifty  Years  Study  more,  will  cloath  them  with 
Shame  and  Humility,  in  the  Senfe  of  their  lamentable  Dark 
nefs. 

Your  overvaluing  your  firfl  Grace  and  Knowledge  will 
alfo  bring  on  a  Negled  of  that  Labour,  and  Pains,  and  Pa 
tience  in  the  Ufe  of  Means  which  are  neceffary  tor  your 
Growth  and  Increafe:  And  fo  you  will  be  in  the  State  of 
thofe,  who  are  ever  learning,  and  never  come  to  any  ripe 
Knowledge :  You  will  have  an  Opinion  of  yourfelves,  as  fit 
to  be  Teachers,  when  you  have  need  to  be  taught  yourfelves; 
And  when,  for  the  Time  ye  ought  to  have,  been  Teachers,  ye 
will  have  need  to  be  taught  again,  which  be  the  firft  Prin-* 
ciples  of  the  Oracles  of  God. 

This  hatty  Conceit  of  your  own  Goodnefs  and  Ability 
will  likewife  make  you  prefumptuous  of  your  own  Strength, 

and  too  ready  to  venture  upon  dangerous  Temptations  5 

it  will  make  you  too  fecure,  when  your  Souls  have  need  of 
holy  Awfulnefs  and  Care,  to  work  out  your  Salvation ; —  it 
will  tempt  you  to  run  intoControverfies,  and  Matters  you 
are  not  fit  for ; —  it  will  make  you  over  confident  and  ftiff 
in  all  your  Conceits  5 —  cenforious  of  others  j —  unteachable  j 
defpifuig  thofe  who  fhould  inftruct  you:  You  will  think 
yourfelves  wifer  than  your  Teachers,  though  but  in  the  low- 
eft  Form.  It  is  fuch  that  James  fpeaks  to  *  My  Brerhren, 
(be  not  many  Mafters  (ox  Teachers)  knowing  that  you,  /hall 
receive  the  greater  Condemnation. 

I  have  named  to  you  thefe,  which  are  but  fome  of  the 
fad  Effects  of  over- valuing  your  Beginnings  in  Religion,  that 
as  you  love  your  Souls,  you  may  avoid  them.  f  I  take  it, 
*  fays  good  Mr.  Baxter,  (whofe  Words  I  have  moftly  ufed 
5  under  this  Head  :\,  to  b'e  a  Matter  of  exceeding  great  Mo- 

*  Chap,  iii,   i.    |  See  his  Works,  Vol.  I.  p.   32.,  33- 
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*  ment  for  your  Safety   and   Perfeverance,  that  while  you 
'  are  Infants 'in  Grace,  you  know  your  fclves  to   be  fuchj 

*  that  you  may  keep  your  Form,  and  learn  firft  the  Leilons 
'  that  mult  firlt  be  learnt'.—- 

2.  See  to  it,  that  you  beware    of  fpiritual  Pride ;     fome 
Touches  you  had   upon  this  under  the  former  Head,  but  I 
muft  be  more  particular;  and  the  ra-her,  becaufe  this  is  not 
.only  a  Sin  infinitely  hateful  to  God,  as  well  as  Man,   but  a 
Sin 'that  is  too   common,  more  efpecially  among  the  Begin 
ners  in  Religion.     It  may  feem  ftrange,  but   'tis   too    noto 
rious  a  Truth,  that  the    very  Perfons  who   can  cry    out  of 
their  own  Unworthinefs,    and   confefs  themfelves   r!ie    vileft 
and  Created:  Sinners,  as  hiving  had  their  Eyes  open'd  to  fee 
themTelves  filthy,  wretched,    damned   Creatures  j   I  fay    'tis 
too  true,  even  of  thefe  Perfons,  that  in  many  Inftances,  they 
difcover  too   much  Pride.      I  befeech  you  in   the  Name   of 
the  great  God  of  Heaven,  as  you  value  his  Favour  and  dread 
his  Difpleafure,  to  beware  of  this  Sin.     O  take  heed  to  your 
felves,  that  you  be  not  puffed    up  with  a   vain   Conceit   of 
your  own  fuperior  San-rtity ;  this  you  may  be  in  Danger  of  • 

— Be  constantly  upon  your  Guard,  watching  againll  all 
Temptations  hereto.  Think  lowly  of  your  felves  3  while 
you  think  highly  of  others,  and  prefer  them  in  love ;  and 
while  you  think  of  yourfelves  as  righteous,  don't  defpife  o- 
thers.  This  is  the  very  Temper  of  the  old  Pharisees,  their 
moft  difcriminating  Mark  ;  their  Motto  is  infcribed  by  our 
Saviour,  on  a  Parable  he  purpofely  fram'd  for  them,  in  thofe 
reproachful  Words,  Certain  which  trufted  in  themfelves  that 
they  were  righteous,  and  defpifed  others  \  Don't  fuffer  your 
felves  to  be  betray'd  into  any  thing  that  may  look  like  this 
Vanity  of  the  Pharifees  :  Confine  not  the  Grace  of  God  to 
yourfelves,  as  though  none  were  Partakers  of  it  but  thofe 
who  have  felt  your  Experiences  ;  look  upon  the  Divine  Spi 
rit  as  fovereign  in  the  Kingdom  of  Grace,  and  realize  that 
he  may  difpenfe  the  Grace  of  God,  as  to  whom  he  will,  fo 
where  he  will,  and  in  what  way  or  manner  foever  he  will 
Remember  thofe  Words  of  our  Saviour,  and  often  employ 
your  ferious  Thoughts  on  them  f.  The  Wind  blowsth  where 
it  lifteth,  and  thou  hearefl  the  found  thereof,  but  hnowefb 
not  whence  it  cometh,  nor  ivh'ither  it  goeth  j  fo  is  every  one 
that  is  born  of  the  fp)rit. 

3.  Take  care  to  keep  your  Zeal   under  the  Government 
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of  found  Judgment.  None  (commonly)  more  zealous  than 
young  Converts,  and  yet  none  more  apt  to  be  carried  away 
with  a  Zeal  without  Knowledge.  'Tis  good,  my  Brethren,  to 
be  zealoujly  ajfeffod,  but  it  muft  always  be  in  a,  good,  matter , 
and  in  due  Manner  and  Meafure.  You  may  do  a  great  deal 
of  Hurt  by  an  imadvifed  Zeal,  caft  a  Blemifh  on  your  Pro- 
femon,  lay  a  Stumbling-block  before  others,  bring  Religion 
into  Contempt,  and  make  the  Ungodly  entertain  an  Opini 
on  of  the  Religious,  as  a  Set  of  Men  transported  beyond 
the  Bounds  of  fober  Reafon.  Let  your  Zeal  then  be  ever 
tempered  with  Prudence,  and  conducted  by  a  well  informed 
Judgment  5  don't  fuffer  yourfelves,  at  any  time,  or  upon  a- 
ny  Occafion,  if  poflible,  to  be  fo  carried  beyond  yourfelves, 
as  to  forget  the  known,  undoubted  Laws  of  God,  or  to 
break  through  your  Obligations  to  them.  Ever  bear  it  in 
Mind  that  there  is  a  falfe  Zeal  as  well  as  a  true,  one  ;  and 
depend  upon  it,  that  is  a  falfe  Zeal,  which  contends  for 
fbme  Truths  at  the  Expence  of  others  as  great  \  which  contends 
for  the  Obfervance  of  fome  Duties,  to  the  neglect  of  others 
of  as  much  Importance.  There  is  a  glorious  Harmony  be 
tween  all  the  Truths,  and  all  the  Duties  of  Religion  5  and 
where  the  Zeal  of  Chriftians  is  a  fober,  well  governed  Fer 
vour.,  it  is  concerned  for  all  Truth,  and  for  all  Duty,  but  in 
due  Proportion,  being  hotted  in  the  greateft  things  and  cool- 
t»ft  in  the  leaft  }  and  "in  due  Order,  wifely  fubordinaring  one 
Truth  and  Duty  to  another,  according  to  the  Place  they  bear 
in  the  Scheme  of  Religion.  And  let  me  add  here,  true 
Chriftian  Zeal  is  never  bitter  5  it  never  puts  Men  upon  treat? 
ing  their  Brother  with  Noife  and  Clamour  5  that  is  always 
the  Character  of  a  Zeal  according  to  the  Mind  of  Chrift,  It 
is  firfl  pure,  then  perceable,  gentle,  eafy  to  he  entreated,  full 
of  mercy  and  good  fruits.  , 

4.  Keep  up  in  your  Minds  a  conftam  Senfe  of  the  vaft  Im 
portance  of  true  Chriftian  Charity.  By  this  I  mean  not  to. 
recommend  to  you  Lukewarmnefs  in  Religion,  an  Indiffe- 
rency  to  the  Truths  or  Ways  of  Chriftianity ;  much  lefs 
would  I  put  you  upon  thinking,  that  all  that  call  themfelves 
Chriftians,  are  either  found  in  the  faith,  or  of  a  good  cqnver- 
fation  in  Chrift  ;  I  mean  not  by  the  Charity  I  recommend 
any  thing  of  this  Nature,  no,  but  that  Chriftian  Lpve,  which 
harbours  no  Ill-will,  no  evil  furmifings,  no  ungrounded  Su- 
fpicions  and  Jealoufies ;  that  Love  which  taketh  up^no  evil 
Report  to  the  Damage  of  its  Neighbour,  judges  him  not, 
cenfures  him  not,  condemns  him  not,  but  from  clear  Evi 
dence 


Upon  full  Enquiry  -,  that  Love  which  fpeaks  no  Evil  of 
r,    neither  falfely,    nor  yet  needlefiy,    whifpers    not, 


<Jence 
another, 

backbiteth  not,  nor  dealeth  in  open  Slander  and  Reproach 
that  Love,  in  one  word,  which  hopeth  all  things,  Lelieveth 
all  things,  is  kind,  and  tender,  and  pitiful,  apt  to  put  the 
beft  Conftrudions  upon  every  thing  ;  yea,  to  make  all  thofe 
Allowances  in  favour  of  a  Cnriftian  Brother,  which  there  is 
Reafon  to  think  the  good  and  merciful  God  will  himfelf  do, 
at  the  great  and  laft  Judgment;  at  which  awful  Time,  what 
alas  !  will  become  of  us  all,  if  our  moft  compaffionate 
Judge  don't  make  ten  thoufand  Times  more  and  greater  Al 
lowances  in  our  favour,  than  wre  are  ready  to  do  in  favour1 
of  our  Chriftian  Friends  and  Neighbours  ?  This,  my  Bre 
thren,  is  that  Charity  I  would  recommend  to  you;  and  I 
would  be  the  more  earned  in  preffmg  it  upon  you,  as  this 
Grace  is  particularly,  and  exprefly  ranked  in  Scripture  among 
the  Fruits  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  i  ;  yea,  'tis  reprefented  as 
fo  infeparable  an  Effeft  of  true  Faith  j,  that  if  it  works  not 
by  this  Love,  'tis  not  really  Faith,  but  only  a  vain  Pretence 
to  it  :  And  of  this  We  may  be  as  clearly  fatisfied,  if  we 
won't  (hut  our  Eyes  againft  the  Light,  as  of  any  one  Truth 
in  the  whole  Revelation  of  God.  How  far  a  Man  may> 
through  the  Frailty  and  Imperfection  common  to  the  fan- 
ttified  in  Chrift,  fall  into  thofe  Sins,  which  are  contrary  to 
this  Love,  I  prefume  not  to  fay  ;  but  this  I  muft  fay,  and 
fhatt  npt  be  faithful  to  God  and  Chrift  and  your  Souls  if  I 
don't  fay  it,  that  this  law  of  brotherly  love  is  like  unto  the 
firft,  and  is  the  greateft  law  of  all,  which  commands  us  to 
love  God  :  'Tis  like  it  in  real  Weight,  yea  of  abfolute  and 
indifpenfible  Neceflity  ;  and  'tis  accordingly  every  where  in* 
culcated  as  fuch  by  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  :  How  particular, 
and  folemn,  and  frequently  repeated,  are  the  Commands 
of  our  great  Saviour,  refpecling  this  Duty  of  Charity  ?  has 
he  not  (aid,  *  Judge  not,  that  ye  be'not  judged?  .Condemn' 
not,  that  ye  be  not  condemned.  **  This  is  my  command 
ment,  that  ye  love  one  another.  |t  A  new  commandment 
give  I  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another.  And  are  not  the 
like  Commands  frequently  urged  by  the  Apoftles  of  out 
Lord?  The  Epii\les  of  John  are  almoft  a  continued  Repeti 
tion  of  this  commandment  of  God,  to  love  one  another  :  And 
tvith  what  Strength  of  Language,  in  what  bold  Figures,  does 

J  Gal.  v.  22.     f  Verfe  6.     *  Mat.  vii.  i.    |]  Luke  vi.  27. 
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the  mfpired  Paul  declare  the  abfolute  Infufficiency  of  every 
thing  m  order  to  Salvation,  where  there  is  not  this  Charity  J 
II  Though  I  fpeak,  fays  he,  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  an 
gels,  and  have  not  Charity,  I  am  become  as  founding  braft 
or  a  tinkling  cymbal  :  And  though  1  have<the  gift  of  prophe 
cy,  and  under  fland  all  myfleri.es  and  all  knowledge  -^  and 
though  I  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  remove  mountains, 
and  have  not  charity,  1  am  nothing.  And  though  1  be  flow 
all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  though  I  give  my  body  to 
be  burned,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me  nothing. 
And  can  you  after  this  maintain  in  your  Minds  too  coniiant 
a  Senfe  of  the  Importance  and  Necellity  of  Chanty  ?  O 
look  upon  it  as  a  fundamental  Grace.,  for  io  it  really  is,  and 
allow  yourfelves  in  nothing  that  may  bring  it  in  queiHon> 
either  with  yourfelves  or  others,  whether  you  are  pofleffed 
of  it  ;  let  it  be  vifible  that  you  are  Men  of  Chanty  ;  by  this 
let  all  men  know  that  you  are  the  difciples  of  '  Chnji  ;  let  Love 
to  your  Chriftian  Brethren  be  your  diitinguiming  Badge  and 
Charader. 

5.  See  to  it  that  you  know  your  own  Station,  and  ad 
within  your  own  Sphere.  c  Every  Spirit,  fays  Mr.  Baxter  % 
that  is  againft  Order,  and  is  a  Friend  to  Confuiion,  is  a- 
<*ainft  Chrift,  and  is  none  of  the  Spirit  of  Chriftj  for  God 
u  not  the  God  of  Confusion,  but  of  Peace,  and  command- 
eth  that  all  things  be  done  in  order  -f  ,  and  hath  eftablifiicd 
an  Order  among  Angels,  Men,  Brutes  and  Inanimates, 
yea  fome  among  the  Devils  themfelves.'  To  which  let  me- 
add,  Shall  the  Church  of  God  only  be  without  Order  :  What 
faith  the  Scripture?  }  Are  all  apoflles  ?  Are  ah  prophets  ? 
Are  all  teachers  ?  No,  my  brethren  :  God  hath  fet  fome  in 
the  Church,  firfl  apoflles,  then  prophets  and  teachers  r  .  Let 
Minifters  then  ad  in  their  Place,  and  do  all  the  Good  they 
can  as  Minifters,  and  let  private  Men  keep  within  their 


and  do  what  Good  they  can  in  that  ;  but  let  them  not  itep 
into  another's  Station,  and  do  the  Work  that  is  proper  to 
him  j  remember  the  Exhortation  of  the  Apoftle,  ft  Study  to 
be  ouiet,.and  to  do  your  own  bufinefs.  And  again,  \\Let  eve 
ry  '/nan  abide  in  the  fame  calling  wherein  he  was  called. 
That  is  the  Charader  the  infpired  Paul  gives  us  of  fome  in 

|1  i  Cor.  xiii.  i,  2,  3.  *  See  his  Works,  Vol.  2.  Page 
276.  \  i  Cor.  xiv,  33.  ^  i  Cor.  xii.'  29.  **  Verfe 
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IMS  Day,  \  They  learn  to  be  idle,  wandring  about  from 
houfe  to  houfey  and  not  only  idle,  but  tatlers  alfo,  and  bufy- 
bodies,  freaking  things  -which  they  ought  not.  And  this  fame 
Apoftle  (peaks  again  of  this  fame  kind  of  Perfons  to  the  like 
Purpofe:  h  We  hear  that  there  are  fome  which  ivalk  among 
you  diforderly,  working  not  at  all,  but  are  bufy-bodies  ;  and 
them  that  are  fuch,  as  the  Words  that  immediately  follow 
are,  we  command  and  exhort,  by  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
•with  quietnefs  they  work,  and  eat  their  own  Bread.  And- 
if  any  Man  obey  not  our  word  by  this  epiftle,  note  that  man, 
and  have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  afliamed  ; 
yet  count  him  not  as  an  enemy,  but  admonijh  him  at  a.  bro 
ther. 

But  that  you  may  not  think  I  am  fingular  in  what  I  have 
here  offered,  let  me  fubjoin,  as  very  pertinent  to  what  we 
are  upon,  the  words  of  the  late  excellent  Mr.  Pemberton : 
Says  he,  in  fixing  the  Chriftian  in  his  Poft,  (  '  Every  Order 
and  Office  among  Men  has  its  proper  Boundaries  and  juft 
Limits,  which  cannot  be  tranfgrefled  without  Sin  and  Dan 
ger. — One  Order  of  Men  muft  not  interfere  with  another} 
that  which  fome  Men  may,  nay  ought  to  do,  others  can 
not  without  tranfgrefling  the  Limits  of  their  Duty,  and  gi 
ving  unjuft  Difturbance.  Men  muft  not  be  discontented 
with  their  own  Station  and  break  in  upon  another's,  fuch 
are  like  undifciplin'd  Soldiers  that  are  always  breaking 
Rank ;  every  Man  may  mine  as  bright  as  he  can  in  his 
own  Orb,  but  muft  take  care  not  to  ftart  out  of  it  to  dif- 
order  the  Motions  of  another  in  his.  —  This  Evil  we  have 
often  ftigmatized  in  facred  Writs  this  was  the  Sin  of  Co 
rah,  Dathan  and  Abiram  j  this  was  Uzziah's  Prefumpti- 
on,  for  which  Azariah  did  reprimand  him  f. — *It  is  a 
Vanity  for  Men  to  think  they  can  juftify  their  flying  over 
thofe  Bounds  Providence  has  fet  them  ;  it  is  not  a  valid 
Plea,  that  their  Gifts  qualify  them  for  an  higher  Rank  and 
Office  than  that  they  are  now  limited  to,  for  many  times 
this  proceeds  from  Pride,  which  always  brightens  a  Man's 
Gifts  in  his  own  Conceit,  and  clouds  the  Merits  of  others  j 
and  furthermore,  Gifts  are  not  the  only  Thing  neceffary 
to  give  us  a  rightful  Claim  to  this  or  the  other  Office,  but 
we  muft  wait  for  a  Call  of  Providence,  for  without  that 

*j.   i  Tim.  v.   13.      f|  a  ThelT.  iii.   n«      *  See  his  Ser- 
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we  mall  have  no  Warrant  to  ad.  It  is  probable  that  the 
other  Tribes,  as  well  as  Aaron  and  his  Sons,  knew  the 
Laws  of  facrificing,  and  the  Mode  of  ordering  Incenfej 
yet  for  them  to  intrude  themfelves  into  the  Office  was  dan 
gerous  Prefumption.  Strange  Priefls,  as  well  as  ftrange 
fire,  was  always  an  abomination  to  God  at  his  altar.  A- 
gain,  that  the  Glory  of  God  requires  this,  is  not  a  fufficient 
Plea  to  juftify  Mens  going  out  of  their  proper  Place: 
Phineas's  Example  will  not  fecure  them  from  Guilt,  unlefs 
they  can  rightfully  pretend  to  Phineas's  Spirit  and  Impe 
tus,  which  was  doubtlefs  divine  and  extraordinary,  which 
is  not  now  to  be  expected.  The  fpecious  Title  of  Refor 
mers  may  be  very  taking  to  fome,  yet  they  mult  not  pur- 
chafe  it  at  fo  dear  a  Rate  as  the  Expence  of  the  Duty  of 
their  proper  Poft.  It  is  certain  that  no  Man  will  ever 
bear  the  Guilt  of  an  unreformed  publick  Evil,  -which  he  had 
not  Power,  without  tr  an fgr  effing  the  Limits  of  his  own  pro- 
per  Station,  and  juflling  him f elf  into  another's,  to  confront 
and  reform.*  , 

I  fhall  further   add  under  this   Head  fdme  Words  of  that 
venerable  Man  of  God  Dr.  Increafe  Mather,  and  the  rather 
becaufe  they   are  contained  in  art  Addrefs  to  the  People  of 
his  Charge,,  as  Part  of  that  Advice  which  he  thought  proper 
to  give  them,  when  under  ferious  Thoughts  and  Expectati 
ons  that  he  mould  mortly  put  off  his  Tabernacle :  Says  he 
to  them,  c  *  Do  not  think  it  fafe  for  your  Souls  to  live  with 
out  Miniftry  and  Ordinances;* — nor  may  you  think  that 
every  Chriftian  is  fit  for  this  Work,  for  which  who  is  fuf 
ficient  ?  z  Cor.  ii.  16.     An   Interpreter  muft   be  one  of  a 
thousand,  Job  xxxiii.   zj.     Know  therefore,  that   human 
Learning   (as  it  is  commonly  termed)    is  very  ufeful  and 
needful  for  one  that  would  approve  himfelf  an  able  Mini* 

fter  of  the   New  Teflament. Search  the  Scriptures,  arfd 

you  will  find,  that  ordinary  Teachers  in  the  Church  were 
ever  fitted  for  that  great  Work  of  teaching  of  the  Lord's 

People  by  a  learned  Education. Albeit,  as  for  the  Apo- 

ftles,  Chrift  found  moft  of  them  very  unlearned  when  he 
firft  called  them  j  yet  he  would  not  fuffer  them  to  conti 
nue  fo,  but  would  rather  work  a  Miracle  to  make  them 
underhand  the  Tongues,  than  that  they  mould  be  unlearn- 

*  See  his  Addrefs  to  the  Second  Church  at  Lofton,  prefix 
ed  to.  Some  important  Trtttht  about  Conversion,  Page 
13-  H*  M*  »6,  17. 
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ed  ftill :  Yea  the  Truth  is,  that  there  never  was  nny  Man 
eminently  ferviceable  as  a  Teacher  in  the  Church  lince  the 
Apoftles.,  except  he  were  a  learned  Man.  The  Ancients, 
(Fathers  as  they  were  called,)  who  defended  the  Truth  a- 
gainft  the  heathen  Philofophers,  and  the  Hereticks  of  thofe 

times, were  learned  Men;  and  had  fome  of  them  had 

more  Learning  in  the  original  Languages,  it  had  been  bet 
ter  for  them  and  the  Church  of  God  ;  for  thereby  many  a 
Mifinterpretation  of  the  Scripture  would  have  been  prevent^ 
ed  j  and  as  for  the  great  Inftruments  of  Reformation  and 

of  Antichriftianifni,  fuch  as  Calvin,  Luther, they  were 

all  of  them  very  learned  Men  :  Wherefore  believe  not  thofe 
who  would  perfwade  you,  that  Schools  of  Learning,  Col 
leges,  err.  are  Antichriftianifm,  or  late  Popifli  Inventions  j 
doth  not  the  Scripture,  before  ever  Popery  was  thought 
of,  inform  us  of  Schools  of  Learning  \  Do  we  not  read 
of  the  School  of  one  Tyrannus,  where  Paul  was  once  a 
Difputant,  Atts  xix.  9  ?  and  doth  not  the  Old  Teftament 
fpeak  of  Matters  and  Scholars,  Mai.  ii,  12.  yea  of  Colle 
ges,  ^  Kings  xxii.  14?  —  Ecclefiaftical  Story  informs  us, 
that  great  care  was  taken  by  the  Apoftles  and  their  Succef- 
fors  in  the  primitive  Times  for  the  fetting  up  of  Schools 
of  Learning  in  all  Places  where  Churches  were  planted, 
that  fo  the  Truth  might  be  propagated  to  fucceeding  Ge 
nerations  •,  and  it  is  very  worthy  the  taking  notice  of,  that 
the  Intereft  of  Religion  and  good  Learning  have  rifen  and 
fallen  together.  The  fourth  and  fifth  Centuries  are  called 
the  learned  Ages,  and  then  did  Religion  flourifh  more  than 
afterwards  j  but  when  Popifh  Darknefs  overfpread  the 
World,  almoft  all  good  Learning  was  loft  with  Religion ; 
but  when  the  Light  of  the  Gofpel  did  again  break  forth, 
about  the  fame  time  did  the  Lord  in  his  good  Providence 
revive  the  Knowledge  of  Tongues  and  Arts.  Hence  the 
Enemies  of  true  Religion  have  been  Enemies  of  Learning. 
Some  have  obferved,  that  Jeroboam,  that  fo  he  might  car 
ry  on  his  Defign  of  corrupting  Religion,  did  put  down 
the  Schools  of  Learning  that  were  erected  in  the  Land  of 
Ifrael,  which  Elijah  and  Elijha  did  reftore  again.  Julian 
the  Apoftate,  that  fo  he  might  root  out  the  Chriftian  Reli 
gion,  deftroyed  all  publick  Schools  of  Learning  among 
Chriftians.  Some  of  the  Popes  have  been  great  Enemies  to 
Academies  and  good  Literature,  and  foare  the  Turks,  becaufe 
the  Light  thereof  woulcl  be  a,  Means  to  difcover  and  icat- 
ter  the  Falfity  of  their  dark  Religion.  Jt  concerns  Impo- 
£  a  '  ftors 
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e  ftors  to  keep  their  Shops  dark,  that  fo  they  may  the  more 
(  eafily  put  off  their  deceitful  Wares.' 

5.  In  the  I  aft  Place,  See  to  it  that  you  walk  worthy  your 
Gharader,  as  you  are  new  Creatures,  it  becomes  you  to  walk 
in  Newnefs  of  Life  -,  O  (lain  not  your  Charader  by  any  of 
the  Pollutions  that  are  in  the  World  through  Luft  !  be  blame- 
lefs,  be  haimlefs  as  the  Sons  of  God,  and  fhme  as  Lights  in 
the  World  ;  preserve  on  your  Minds  a  deep  Senfe  or  ihe  Im 
portance  and  NeceiHty  of  an  obedient  Life,  in  conformity 
to  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  and  fee  to  it  that  you  lead 
fuch  a  Life ;  yet  let  not  your  Dependence  be  on  your  own 
Works  of  Righteoufnefs,  tut  on  the  Mercy  of  God,  through 
the  Merits  of  Jefus  the  Saviour.  Very  pertinent  here  are  the 
Words  of  pious  Bifhop  Hopkins  :  f  *  This,  fays  he,  is  the 

*  right  Gofpel  Frame  of  Obedience,  to  work  as  if  you  were 
'  to   be  faved  by  your  own  Merits,  and  withal  to  reft  cm 
f  the  Merits  of  Chrift,  as  if  you  had  never  wrought  anything. 
(  It  is  a  difficult  thing  to  give  each  of  thefe  their  Due  in  our 
f  Pradice.  When  we  work  we  are  too  apt  to  negled  Chrift, 
f  and  when  we  rely  on  Chrift  we  are  too  apt  to  neglect 
f  working  5  but  that  Chriftian  hath  got  the  right  Skill  and 
(  Art  of  Obedience  that  can  mingle  thefe  two  together,  that 

*  can  with  one  Hand  work  the  Works  of  God,  and  yet,  at 

*  the  fame  time,  with  the  other  Hand  lay  faft  hold  on  the 

*  Merits  of  Chrift.'     Let  this  Antinomian  Principle  on  the 
one  Hand  be  for  ever  rooted  out  of  the  Minds  pf  Men,  that 
what  Chrift  has  done  makes  our  doing  a  thing  needlefs,  and 
let  that  Popifh  Principle  on  the  other  Hand,  whoever  are 
the  Maintainers  of  it,  be  as  much  laid  afide,  that,  by  any 
thing  we  can  do,  we  can  merit  any  the  leaft  Favour  from 
God.     Conftantly  adhere   to  the  Middle  between  thefe  Ex 
tremes  ;  take  care  to  do  the  Will  of  God,  and  yet  have  no 
Dependence  on  your  own  doing,  but  intirely  confide  in  the 
perfed  Obedience  of  Jefus  your  Saviour. 

I  have  now  done  ;  you  fee  I  have  fpoken  freely,  and  God, 
who  knoweth  all  things,  knows  that  I  have  fpoken  in  the 
Simplicity  of  my  Heart ;  not  with  a  Deflgn  to  oppofe,  but 
promote  true  and  undefiled  Religion.  I  can  uprightly  fay, 
My  Heart's  Defire  and  Prayer  for  you  is,  That  you  may  be 
fa-ved ;  and  what  I  have  now  fold  I  have  endeavoured,  ac 
cording  to  the  Meafure  of  Grace  given  me.,  to  calculate  in 

*  See  his  Works.,  Page  599, 
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the  beft  Manner  I  could  to  this  End  The  Things  you  have 
he  rd  are,  I  verily  believe,  the  Truths  of  God,  and  they  are 
both  feafonable  and  important  Truths  j  do  not  receive  them 
upon  my  Say-fo,  nor  yet  re) eft  them  merely  on  account  of 
the  Lnilrument  by  which  they  are  handed  to  you,  remember 
both  you  and  I  muft  hereafter  ftand  before  the  Bar  of  God ; 
I  for  what  I  fpeak,  and  you  for  the  Entertainment  you  give 
to  what  you  hear  5  and  if  it  mall  then  appear,  that  unground 
ed  Prejudices,  evil  Surmifings,  a  captious  cenforious  Difpo- 
fition,  have  hindred  you-  from  receiving  the  Truth  in  the 
Love  of  it,  you  will  not  be  able  to  give  up  your  Account 
with  Joy. 

And  may  it  pleafe  the  good  and  gracious  God  to  fll  yott 
•with  the  Knowledge  of  his  Will,  in  all  Wifdom  and  fpiritual 
Understanding,  that  you  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto 
till  pleafing,  being  fruitful  in  every  good  Work,  and  increa- 
jing  in  the  Knowledge  of  God,  ftrengthned  with  all  Might, 
according  to  his  glorious  Power,  unto  all  Patience  and  Long- 
fuffering,  with  Joyfulnefs.  Amen. 


FINIS. 


i 


